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EVALUATION OF ENGLISH PILOT SELECTIVES

Student achievement, the teacher and-the prograsi are the-3 areas-generally assessed
to-determine-educational-results._ The student at an object of study can be evaluated
by-norm-referenced measurement and by criterion-referenced measurement. If evaluations
involve non-referenced_ criterion,_ the experimental design includes an experimental
clasivand-a_control.class with a pre- and-poststandardized objective test
administered to_itudents.

Receitly a:number of publications__(Goodman,-Diederich, Elidge) in the area

of English Education nave argued that standardized examinations, or norm-referenced
measurement, do not measure competence nor adequately measure performance in English.
Another means for assessing-,curricular-nrograms is to -have curriculum developers-
Or the-teacher state_his-instructional objectives in overt student performances -
whidh-are-measured to determine the degree to which the goals and objectives-have
been actualized. This-means of_evaluation has=been criticized by a-number of
authorities,- including Duckworth, Ebel, porehand,-Grubmann Tyler. This criteria -
referenced measurement is particularly_ unsatisfactory in the subject area of English
anehas---been the-subject-of-numerousattacks by Moffett, Purves, Guth, and Ruth.

The,many-attempts to assess teatterperformance have led to_very_little. Curriculum
evaluation can -be- assessed- -on the-basis-ofAgeneralizations made by recognized-

authorities-in a=particulir_discipline._.1Professionals, _after concurrin&on: the
generalitatiOns-evaluate_ in light---_of_these:hypotheses. It is-fortunate
that-recently JameivSquire,-__theextEicecutive-lecretary-of-theNational Council

of_Teachers of__Engltah,-and-Roger Applebeet_Professor of_ English. University

of_JIIneia,-have made-S__thOrough_study:ok_ Superior-high school programsin-the
United States-and the United-Kingdom. _Their reporta-have been_published is High,
Sctool English Instruction-Today and Teaching English -in- -the United Kingdom. Squire
AnOLApplebee-enumerated-Mhypotheses,or-generalizations-About,-characteristics
one:-_should ffind_in_superiorEnglish programs. --With:modification, 9 of the 12
hypotheses- have_ been-restated-so that=_thefOcus_of-observations-was not- on the
entire English-program,-but-on-speCific semester selective courses-being piloted,
in -the:Mt.-Diablo-Unified:School Districtbe_-hypotheses deal with students' -

breadth-of- literary experience within-language enriched classroom, with meaningful_
composition,assignments,-_with -varied methods-of instruction, with_a holistic English
program,-with-comprehensive_reading-withthecontinuing_education of the teacher,
with response to individual needs, and with relevance and oecumene.

Rather:than_adopt-the pseudoscientific_nbrmtreferenced measurement or the criteria-
referenced_measurementts-a means of assessments; -the- Evaluation Committee of
the English Selective Courses-decided-to place -their faith in a professional judgment
of clasaroom_teachers and :high-school_ administrators evaluating-courses in light
oUthe;Modifiedhynothesesfof-Squire'and-Applebed-.: -

TWO- professionals -made naturalistic judgments of the degree to which the 9 hypotheses
were_ being_ actualized=in- each selective---couise being offered at a Mt. Diablo District
highischool. The Evaluation-Committee-feels that experienced professionals will
yield-more-useful, though unquantifiable, results-than highly structured objective-
measureMents which yield=unit results_Of questionable interpretability.
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FORM OF EACH REPORT

Ninellypotheses of What Constitutes -a-Superior English Course

Each of the 12 selective courses will-be discussed-below in terms of whether
or not the -course appears--to exemplify or _to -fail-to exemplify each of the nine
hypotheses that constitute- a--_superior program-in English. The information will
be handleclin the following - form:

1. A description of the course being studied as it is described in
the Mt. Diablo Unified School District- Citalog of Course Offerings.

Each hypOtheses with:

A. Gleaningi from observation forms assessing the particular
-selective;- =

B. Pertinent questions froia- the Student Questionnaire that have
bearing on each hypotheses -relatiVeTto the selective course
being evaluated.

Student---Reisponse To Course

Recommendations



LITERATURE OF FANTASY

"This, course, depending upon the high school,-Nmay focus in one of two areas of
literature: science fiction and literature of the imagination. Novels, plays,
and poetry in which the settings transcend space and time or are imagined by the
mind Will be the content."

The English Selective. Literature of Fantasy is being offered at Ygnacio, Valley
High-School, Mt. Diablo Nigh School, Clayton Valley High School, pleasant Hill
High, School and Concord iligh School, the five schools that presently offer non-
graded selective English programs. The five classes -were observed by 10
evaluators. The average number of students in- attendance was 27.

Among other interesting _statistics about students in the Literature _of Fantasy
Selective are the folloWing: 23- of 124- students 'responding were 10th rgraders;

llth -graders; and 49, 12th graders. 78 bays and-45 girls'tOok- the class.
Responding_ to the question, ''What program or curriculum are you taking in school?"
22 chose "not- decided"; 3, "vocational"; 6, "commercial or business education";
37, "acadenic"! and'34;----"general".-

Hypothesis No.1

Prograis will _not :be -.confined to a- single anthology , _but there will_-be evidence
of wide= reading of many-kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample
classroom and-snided individual reading'Trograms. Books will not only.,
be prevalent but -accessible-.

Gleanings fret Teacher-Administrator Observation

Among the observations, no one mentioned the use of anthology in any Literature
of Fantasy class. In most instances, the entire clain was working with a single
title, -auch Gulliver's= Travels, 2001 and =Childhood's End.

No reference was made regarding library books, .though ap-parently in some cases
there were tclassroom libraries: "Three shelves of paperbacks." Students apparently
were readingiiiparate paperbacics: "A variety of paperbacks, reflecting individual
interests," "Students carried various ,rooks." Whether or not the independent
reading had been "guided" by the teacher, one cannot say. One observer remarked
that "students carry books, mostly fiction, some science fiction," an observation
withwhich-one might infer diredted independent reading;* s

Student Questionnaire

The only question appearing in the Student Questionnaire which might reflect on
Hypothesis No. 1 is Item 17.

.

17

*322
16%,--

Student-instructor planning:

P-294 N -122
21% 20% a.

48%_' 50% 48% b.

32% 26% 29% c.
4%1- '3% 3% d.

. 0
instructor 'enaotirages student pirticipation
in planning and organizing class objectives
and activities
instructor allowg studentS' suggestions and
criticisms to influente his plans for class

,_

objectives and activities
_ .

planning is chiefly by 'instructor
planning- is spelled -otit in the course discription:
student and teacher restricted to.the Syllabus _-_



Hypothesis NO. 2

There will be a perceptibly good intellectual Climate in the class. More _

emphasis will be placed on ideas=arid processes of thought than on tote learning.

The physical features of the classroom might reveal a quality of the intellectual
climate of a claSS. The following observations were recorded-about Literature
ofltantam classes: "Rock music in backgtbund." "Studenis in horseshoe with
tables,not desks." "An atmosphere of low tension, students, at ease." Among
the-observations made_Were the following: "Class was in the process of writing
shart stories," "An ongoingAessbn in 2001." References-were made both by-
class_and teacher torprevious_worfca or sections in the bOok and the,moldA2001.
"Several students indicated they had'react several in a series of science fictipn."
"It--Was clear that the story had been started the previous day and the discussion
involved an apparently,Ongoing topic Of-humahaociety at its extremes." One
observer indicated that thete was no evidence of continuity of theme or topic..

Onfa scale ranging from 1 completely involved, to 7 uninvolved, observers scored
ameat_of 2.57 for student ,involvement.

The method Of- instruction revealed that discussion,was most frequently
with-Silent reading second; and lecture third. Among anecdotal remarks,:one
obierver wrote-the following,_ which revials_the nature of,the intellectual- process
emOhasized-bythe teacher- he visited. Xproved-an_unusually interesting_
teacher to obServe -His-ability-Maintain an extremely-informal atmosphere
and_maintain student:_teSpect and cottrol:is quite unusual. His disire_toimeet 7- _

the students ,at their awn interest and_abiiity level is reflected _in their responses
to the reading aud-to ,the classroom exercises Every student has a chance to
succeed at his own level of ability, Considering the great variety of abilities,
this course might -be- difficult to_preSentjiThendled-by a teachetofTledi _

dedicatiOn'and Skill." ""A"very enjoyable observation." "Other teachers-presenting
such a course_for-thee first time might well be teferred to Mr. X for course
development

Student Observation
-4

On-the Studeht Questionnaire, Items 10, 14, 17 (refrr-,to results under Hypothesis
No. I above),- and 19 have. bearing -on the'intellectual ilimate of the class.

relation to, other courses, to_what extent has th3 course motivated
=you to:Work for it?

lia342 Fa305 N=122
15%'-i- 14% 17Z, -a. consider bly more enthusiastic about working

for this ourse than others
29V 20% 2g.il b. _mere-metiv i-A in this course than others
in-= 10% 11% c. less motivation than others
30%- 44% 35% d. aboutattetage motivation
I4%-: 13% 8% e. practically no motivation

14.- How would you_desciibe the attitudes of_the class toward this course?

11#345 F'309 N.E124

27% 24% 35% a. very favorable
33% 24% 31% b. fairly favorable
28% 37% 19% c. average

d. decidedly unfavorable
highly unfavorable5% -_- 5%- 4% e.



19.__Does the course stimulate independent thinking?

14.346 F-306 Na123.
13% 25% a.

40%-- 38% 46% b.

25%- :-: 31% 21% c.

13%' -7% d.

5% _ 1% e.

to an unusual degree
much
moderately
little
encourages rote memory work only, stifles
independent thinking

Hypothesia-No. 3

Teachers will provide- not only for frequent and varied writing-experiences, but
also for meaningful motivation. Am emphasis will be on preparing the students.
for.writing.

One--Observer remarked,_"Teacher was meeting with students to talk about their
Short-stOries."- Another observed, "Siudents-working on writing stories on a
Chosii_picture_over_the chalk tray.": These,were-the-only composition activities
described-by_ all-the--observers.,- -_

Under content emphasized in the chart "Observers! Reports" under Hypothsis No. 5
below, composition was Cited-as the most _emphasized content on two observation
forms and-second_most-on one_observation--fOrm.-

Student Questionnaire =

On-the-Student Questionnaire, Items 11-and 16--have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3.

11.-c_Compared with your other coursett,-the--AMoudt-of written work is:

H446. Fa309 Na124-
8% -_- 15% 'a.' _much-more=then the ,usual amount
19%-- 20% 24% _ b. 4kXneWhat=more=than usual
41%-.- 39% 44% -c. average in aidunt: .

23% -= 22% 17%, d. somewhat les47-than-the_average
_12% 8% .e4- Much leswIthanthe usual amount

16._:What things do you feel are the most help to yeu-td English classes?

Ma322 F-284 Nall? I `

19t-7-- 11% 21% a. -learning to read faster and better
27%=-- 29% . 27% b4 learning to_Write-better
6% : 51 3%._ c. - learning the parts of-speech
4%=---- 2% 2%: d. _learning how-to spell

44%-_-__- _53% 47% e. learning about people and-yourself

Hypothesis No. 4

The class will reveal variety in methods andimaterials-of instruction for_
differentAroups of students within-the courie. Teadhers will have considerable
latitude in choosing' materials of-instruction.:Merewill be evidence of
experimentation and innovation-in-the kinds of instruction.

-3



.. A cursory study of the responses reveal that Literature of Tentery is an extremely.

_heterogeneous class. One observation cited above-under Hypothesis No. 2, has
bearing-on this hypothesis also.

One mightAuestion the-use-of a single title for a class-of 30-students, in
view-of the apparent.heterogeneity; yet an observer-Who evaluated a class using
a single-title remarked:that the teachers' worksheet, "seemed-to be designed to
giVe students of wide ability and ranges an opportunity for successful experiences."
Other-than remarks quoted above regarding a variety of books and science fiction
collections,_one could not infer much in relation to this hypothesis on the basis
of observations made on the form.

Observers' Reports of Methods Used By TeaChers In Order of Emphasis

1. 2 7 8

Lecture: 2 2 1

Croups- _ 1

Silent Work* . 3 1

Recitition___

Discussion -- 1 1 1 2- _1 1-

Socratic - 2 2

Studeit Presentation _-_

Teacher.-Operating'Equipment-
Other --r= --

.

.

_ _

*IndividUal Work ,

Student=_QUestionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refei to results under Hypothesis No. 1

above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2- above), and 25 have bearing

on Hypothesis No. 4.

25. How valuable are assirned readings?

outstanding
almost always valuable
usually valuable
sometimes worth reading
avast. of time

MoB330 1,0291- N123
102 32% - 62 a.
282 , 31% 292 b.

302 272 332 c.

222-_== 2528 21% d.

102 -62. 112 e.

Hypothesis No. 5

Language, literature, and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion

and not as separate entities.--Initructicntwill-be coordinated and integrated.

*view of Hypothesis No. 5, it-is difficult-to see hOW the three components of
English -might be reported -as- integrated. There are-titles a teacher might select
for the purpose of dsmonstretingiaspectsoflangusge.- Anthony Burgess'- Clockwork
OrthRejsfaninteresting_example_of en-author's=-playing with a language, which
he anticipates-in the 21st-century. -There was apparently little emphasis-on
languageo-parse-.- ,The thrustjeas An literature and,- to a lesser dailies, in

composition. _In-the-chart"-below, one can scan the frequency of observers reporting

eiphasis on the content-of the classes.



Observers'- Reports of Content Selected Ev Teachers In Order f Emohasi

1 2 3 4 5
0

6 7 8 9

Literature 1 1 2 3 1 3 1

Composition 1 1 2
Language 3
Reading 1 -2 2 1

Speech formal
Speech_ informal _2 1* 1 1

Masi-Media
No content stressed .

Other
.I,

-*Discussion process-

There were no questions on the Student_QuestiOnnaire that sight reveal the
degree of_integration of literature, Of composition, end of language.

Hipothesis-No. 6

Selective- courses will provide comprehensive-instruction in the skills of reading
for

.

From the remarks on_the observation fora; the principle saturation-described
by Daniel Fader in'Hooked=on-BOokstappears-to-be-the-rule in-classes-in Literature--
of-Fantasy, In-nearly every-form; observers cited students carrying books; or
classrooms hiving books available. -

_

The emphasis on literature anddiscuseion aka-method of explicating the literature
sight raise the-questiam-whethera-teacheecgoel it-to-teach literature to
students or to-teach students-how-_to-reed-literature.-- Thelollowing observation,
made -by one-observer,---hopefally-could-be extended--generally to the-practices of -

allteachers-OURnglieh:--"TeaCher-first read:aloud'a-sectiot, then Stopped to
ask -Concept-typeAuestionsp-studetitsAiseutsed-=the ideas.- Thee he -read again,
with-some structure. Purpose seated- to1:4-to help students understand the content
of-the-book,-enjoy it; And-4e beyond content to concepts."

Student Queationnaire -.

On_the Student Questionnaire, ,Iteas 16 (refer -to results under Hypothesis No. 3.
above), 22, and_ 25 Irefer to results _under H_ypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing
o n Hypothesis N o .- 6 .

,

22. Difficulty if assigned reading:

1'309 F289 N.119-

112 - 72 112 a. too difficult
792-_- .792 _782 _ b. of appropriate difficulty
102_ 142 112 too easy-

ftnothesieVe. 7

English teachers will be_ptepared,for the-pilot course by having been active
in professional conferences-thatincluded-a focus on pertinent ideas related to the
new subject matter, bylaakingUse_ofopportunities-for-continuips their education-
through inservice-treining=or exteneion_school services, and by being conversant
about-articles and publications-on:the new subjects.

= -5



Observers reported in a great majority of cases that teachers-had_individually
pursued information in the area-of Literature of Fantasy. One person had attended
a California Associationotleachers of English Workshop in-Science Fiction.
Nany-inservice-courses taken by teachers were not specifically designed to cove;
science fiction. In light_ of the -information gleaned from the observers, there_
is a great used for inservice courses to help teachers design-Literature of ;Fantasy,
programs. .Since the team observation, one of the observers has chaired a seminar- _

on the Literature oflentasy and Science Fiction at _a professional conference and _

been invited-to work-in-an Extension Program on_Science-Fiction. In view of
the instructors teaching the class and-the-observers available, it would be wise
to rely on, the talent presently-in the Mt. Diablo Unified School District to offer -
inctruction-to teachers who feel insecure in this area.

Hypothesis-No. 8 -

Heterogeneous classes -viii have strong-English programs for college-bound students
and will also have special accommodations-for interests and abilities of terminal
students. The cOurse will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week
of instruction.

Hypothesis No. 8 has beemsomeuhat covered by overlapping remarks of observers
referred to alsria-under Hypothesis MO. 4. The Literature oUlentaiiclasteeare
generally heterogeneous. -The. sophistication-of_someof-thetitles mentioned,
GUlliVer eTravels,Childhood'elnd, etc. indicates_an-awareness of the needs
71iErMiese-bound student. -The great

etc.,

and number of paperbacks available
would suggest that-terminal-students needs were being met.

Student kuestionnaire- '-

CU-the-Student Questionnaire, Items-_15, 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2-
Am*, 22-(refer-to results-under Hypothesis Mo. 6 abaft), 23, and 25 (refer to
results _under-Hypothetis No. :4' beiring-ooi Hypothesis Mo. 8.

15 ._Thinking back twthe-moment When you u-siened up for this course, has it

- -_--fulfilled-yOur_expectationt?

NO344 F*306 11O123

252_:- 222 - -242- a._ Amore than fulfilled my expectations
232 222 212 'b. -it waesatistactory
222- 222 282 c. about what I expected
172_- 22X 152 d. disappointed
122: 122 112 e. did not have very Clear expectations

23. For my preparation and ability, this course is:

N.330 1295 11o1122

102 112- 42 a. too difficult
802-- 772 842 b. about right

102 12X 112 - c. too elementary



Hypothesis No. 9

--Philosphy and substalice of the English class will reflect changing social and
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as

- they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching _

The very existence ,f science fiction being offered in the curriculum would suggest_
the fulfillment of Hypothesis No. 9. In addition to the use of prose, teachers

.

apparently rely on such media as the motion _picture, television, pictures, collages,
11_,z and: posters to make the students aware of the nature of our technological society.

One observer cited a unique feature in that the observed teacher "gave a resume of
weekend science fiction films on television."

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
:=-Above), 20, 24, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have some

= bearing on Hypothesis No. 9.

20. HoW do- you --estimate_-the value of thiti course to you?

t 14.t346 - F=306- -- NIR124
--

1

-,

5%

2%

_34% -

,13%
6%

12% 12% _ a.
3 29% 23% _b.

36% 44% c.
17% 15% d.

5% 6% e.

most valuable
highly _valuable

of average valise

of little_vslue
of no_value

_24. In relation to other courses- leI a now taking, this course is:.
_

140,319.. Fig278 N-121
13% i 9% 16Z_ a. very-_theoretical
22Z- 20Z 22% b. somewhat theoretical
39Z -46Z 44% c. average in balance between theory and practical

applications
-15% 17% - .11Z d. somewhat practical

8% ,7% e. closely related to practical application

-Student Response TO Course

:On---the_ Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results _under Hypothesis No. 2.
-r-__abiive) 12, 13, 18, 21, _26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed

to the composite- scores of -boys and girls.

12. Why are you taking this course? _

_

14301.- F-263 liB111
17%-- 11Z- 121 a. it is _required

_ 7Z- 12% b. it is required but
of

would have taken it anyway
, 69% 61% c. I like this area of English

l3% 13% z 16% d. I like the teacher

13: -course was suggested to me by:

= .1h6255 N-97
31% ,- :38% a: -counselor
45% 51% b. friend-

2% c. parent
16%. 9% d. English teacher



r

18. -How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
including those you are now taking?

one of the best
above average
below average
one of the poorest

N=335

31X
-F=299

29%
N=122
31X a..

38X -39% 39X b.
19X 22% 20X c.
12X 10% 10X d.

21. Disregarding the teacher and the way-the course was taught, how do you
rate the subject matter of the course?

-M.346 F=307 .N.124
34X 43% 35X a. liked it very much
41X 36% 41X b. liked -it fairly-well__
17% 15% 1 17X c. neither liked-not disliked it
AX _42 3X d. didlike the subject
'4X 2% -3X- e--. strongly disliked

26. As-compared-with traditional_ English courses (English II or English III),
this_selective coursie:gaire,yout--

_

41=315 F=278= No115
=_66% 61% 70X a, greater =depth in the subject matter

9X 5% 7X-- b, tonTauch depth
26X 33% 23X c. about the same

27. As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English ID),
- r this selective-course &Tie you: _

-7. H.302 F=271 -N=106

62% 61%- 72X- a.

13X 11% 10X b-.

25X 27% 18X c.-

more flexibility in pursuing your interests i
more rigid scheduling of books the teacher
selected
about the same

lecosSendatiOnt

"the Evaluation COMmittee-recommends-(1) that the Secondary Instructional Council
add2t- Literature of-yantify:as a *inane:it course offering in English in the

At.-Diablo-linifie&School-District;_--(2) that the DittrictpreVide inservice
workshops fotinstrudtors:teaching-Literature of Fantasy in the District;
(3) that the English Departnethalrnen-and-Engliish-teachers consider

*establishing a policy regarding the-teadher's role-as-advisor to the student.



BLACK. LITERATURE

"This course_will be a-study of literary works by_Black mithott Which-providelin
additional perspective on American-life. The course will integrate the literary
contributions of Black authors iitothe:broader category of American literature
in order to acquaint the students with a wide range of Black writing."

The English)selective Black Literature is being offered-at two of the five schools
presently offering nongraded multi -selective-English_programs. Two classes

were observed-by-four evaluators. ThenuMber of-students in attendance averaged

Responding to the question, "Do you plah-to:go to'collegi?" 57 answered yet,
rtere undedided, and -5 were not planning to.

Hypothesis No. 1

Programs-will-not be confined to a single-anthology, but there will be.evidente
of -wide reading of many kinds -of good-books,-sda as library-withdtaVals,_ample
classroom_libraries,-_and guided:individual readinvprograms. Books will-not only

be prevalent but aCcessible.-,

AmongtheobservationsiOnti_observer mentioned the_ use -of a Black:literature
-anthOlogy. In-most-instance:4 the__-_-_classrOomleatwell,decorated with-posters-= ,-- --

-relating directly -to _the Content-lif,,theBlack=Litetatark Class. Among the-titles

observed were -Black-VOicet,-The-Autobiography--of=Naldolm-X,=-Natiire-Son, Go Tell

It _On The--Notnitain-, Black-On:Black, :ThelmIes-Supposed To Be,'
Black_leligiOno_ In one;Class,---airvbservetreporteclseeing income tax-forms which
sipparentlywere_beingstudied--in-ithe,Black Literature._ -In-three_ofIthe four

-Observations, repotterk_singleJout_anemphasis ompOetry. In one -class a

small classroom libtary-was'-reportedi -There-was no information regarding the
utilization-of the School library-.

Student Questionnaire_

-On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 hasbearing-on Hypothesis No. 1.

17. Student-inttructor planning:

Its322 Pw294 Na69
162_ 212 292 a.

-482 502 512 b.

32% 26% 17% c.

42 32 32 d.

instructor encourages student participation
in planning and organizing class objectives e
and activities

. .

instructor_ allows- students' suggestions and
criticisms to-influence his plans for class
objectives and activities .

planning is chiefly by instructor
planning is spelled out in -the course description:
student and teacher restricted to the syllabus

Hypothesis No. 2

There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the class. More
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than On rote learning.
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Specific features of the classroom-that reveal intellectual Climate were that-
"The entire room was decOrateclby pictures, displays, and highly motivational _
visualso.all related. to the study of Black_ Literature." "Desks in- discussion
circle--open atmosphere." "Students- -were genuinely involved- in-tbe-poetry."
"Playing Devil's Advocate, teacher attempted to get Class to articulate both.
Sides of the value conflict: people's rights versus ,roperty rights and thus
to_eatamine their own values."

On- a scale of 1 completely involved, to 7 uninvolved, observer's averaged pupil
involvement as 1.75.

Student Questionnaire

On-the-Student Questionnaire, Itets 10, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis
1 above)-, and 19-have bearing on Hypothetis No. 2.,

:10. In relation-to=other courses; to what-extent has this-Course motivated
you-towork-for it?

_C*7-
k=342 F=305 -24=69

I

.t--

15% 14% -- 23% a. cabStiderably more enthnsiastio about working
for -this course than' the_. Others :- =

29% 20% _32%1- b. -more_ motivation_ in :this_ -course _than: others- -_

42%1- 10% _j__1%_- c. less motivation' than-others-_ _-- . ----__
_ ____. ____

'30%1- 44% 26%
____

d, about motivation
_ _-,:- - _:

motivation
14% 11% 17% e. practically-no motivation

14.

M-345
*27%

33%
_28%

_--8%

-5%

How would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course?

F=309 N=70
24% 36% - a.- _ marY-favorable_
24% 30% b. fairly:favorable
37% 24% c, -average-----

11% 7% _decidedly unfavorable
5% 3% e. -highly:unfavorable

19. Does the course stimulate-independent thinking?

M=346 F=306 N=70
16% 13% 17% _:-to an unusual degree
40% 38% 46% Amuch
25% 31% 23% c. moderately
14% 13% 14% O. little

5% 0% e. encourages rote memory work only, stifles
independent thinking

Hypothesis No. 3

TeaChers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but
also for meaningful motivation. An-emphasis will be on preparing the student:3
for' writing.

Evidence of composition,is suggested by the following: "Quarterly reports to be
turned in either oral or written or both." "Three- member panel--rtads poems from
t_tollectiOn,_some of her own." The degree of preparation cannot be ascertained
from the few remarks which were supplied-by the observers.



-Observers' Reports of_MethOds'Used By Teachers In Order of Em heels

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing

oniHypothesis

M=322 F=284 N=69
19% 11%"_ 13%_ a. learning_to red faster and better

27%_' 29% AO% - lb. learning to write better -

M=322 F=284 N=69
19% 11%"_ 13%_ a. learning_to red faster and better

27%_' 29% AO% - lb. learning to write better -

6%- 5% -3% learning the parts of speech

4%__ 2% .1%_ .d.:_ learning_hOW_to spell

44% : 53% , 72% : -AS---learning-aboUt people and yourself

-Hypothesis_NO.-4-

The Clasa_will'reveal-varietYjn,:methods-and-materials--of Instruction for
_

different_=groUpt.of-students-within the course. Teachers will have considerable
-latitdde-in-thoosing_materials-ofinstrudtion.-. There will be evidence of

-experimentation-And intovation_in.the kinds-of initruation.

-Among activities.-obterved,-one-eValuator.-mentioned the teacher's using_a
filmstrip; several mentioned therelianae=upon-ihe genre of poetry in addition

to Orose;- and_anotherstated-"teacher.utedJnquiry techniques beautifully,"
and "three students=multi=media-presentatiOn-white-ghetto."

-Observers' Reports of_MethOds'Used By Teachers In Order of Em heels
-,-

. 1 -2

,

3 4 5 6 7 8

Lecture 3 3

Groups
Silent Work
Recitation 1

Discussion 1 1* 3

Socratic
Student Presentation 2 1 1 .-

Teacher Operating Equipment .

Other
. ,

--, *Only and'a good one

of poetry in addition

to Orose;- and_anotherstated-"teacher.utedJnquiry techniques beautifully,"
and "three students=multi=media-presentatiOn-white-ghetto."

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing

oniHypothesis



25. How valuable are assigned readings?

M*330 F*291 N*68
10% 32% 26% a.

28%. 31% 34% b.

30% 27% 21% c.

22% 25% 12% d.

10% 6% 72 e.

Hypothesis No. 5

.-

outstanding
almost always valuable
usually valuable
sometimes worth reading
a waste of time

Language, literature,-and-composition will be taught in appropriate proportion

and-not as Separate-entities. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated.

The 'reader should refer to the chart below in order to make inferences about

the - degree` to which this.hypothesis was observed in Black Literature classes .

in Mt. Diablo Unified High Schools. One observation had bearing on the integration:

"Follow -up-on poetry assignment. Students discussed contrast and comparison.

Discussed Similar metaphors and basic themes."

Observe& Reports of Content-Selected_ B Teachers In Order of Emphasis

.

.1-_ -5 6 7 8 9

Literature -1

Uomposition 3

Language 2

Reading 3

Speech-format
.

Speech informal
Mass:Media
No-content stressed
Other

*Only

As mentioned, while discussing Literature of: Fahtasy in regards to Hypothesis

-5, there were no qUestions,fdtmulated on a student questionnaire that might

reveal the attainment of this hypothesis.

-Hypothesis No. 6

Selective.courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading

for all students.

Inferences regarding-this hypothesis can be made from observations about cliss

assignment:3, "Outside reading of_at least four books," and from the range of-

readings represented in cited titles, Maltolm X, Native Son, Go Tell It On The

Mountain, Invisible Man, Black Voices.- -

-12-



Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis-No. 3
abOve), 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4,above) have bearing-
-on Hypothesis No. 6.

22. Difficulty of assigned reading:

-140309 F=289 N=69
11% 7%, 7% a. too difficult
79% 79%- 83% b. of appropriate difficulty
10% .14% 10% c. Fr.,too easy

Hypothesis No. 7.

English teachers will_be prepared for the pilot course-by having been active
in-professional- conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the
new sUbfect natter, by making -use of opportunities for continuing their education
through inservice_training-or _extension school services; and-by being conversant
about-artiCles and- publications on -the new-subjects.

Observers remarked that the teachers were well read. Both teachers had attended
and chaired sessions in Black literature at teachers' conferenies, both regional
and Asilomar.

Hypothesis No. 8

Heterogeneous classes_will have strong_English programs for college -bound students
and-will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal
studentS. The course will havi relatively few drop-outs after the second week _

--otinstrUction.-

'Since Hypothesis Noe 8-somewhat-oVerlaps with Arpothesis No. 2 and No. 4, the
,--,reader tight_refer-to_remarks-from queStionnaires above.' The-range of readings
-'-sUggetits-that-the teaChets are aware -of the heterogeneous natureof the,classes
they teach. It appears that the_students in Black Literature-are less heterogeneous
than students -in Literature-of_Tantasy.

INieobServation Should-haVe bearing on-the degree to which all students were
considered: "bell rings for lunch-, 3- students leave, 30+ stay to hear the
discdsSion," The-impressive degree of-pUpil involvement -cited under Hypothesis _

No. 2 should also suggest the attainment of HypotheSis No. 8.

Student Questionnaire

On-the Student Questionnaire, Items 15, 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis
No. 2-above), 22- (refer to results_vhder Hypothesis-No. 6 above), 23, and
25_ (refer-to results under Hypothesis-NO. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis
No. 8.

15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for thisicourse, has it
fulfilled your expectations?

1=344
252
232
22%

172

12%

F=306
222

N=70
33% a.

22% 19% b.
22% 13% c.

22% 23% . d.

12% 13% e.

more than fulfilled my expectations
it was satisfactory-
about what I expected
disappointed
did not have very clear expectations

i



23. For my preparation and ability, this course is:

10330- F295 N -65

10% 11% 11% a. too difficult-

80% -_ 77% 81% b. about right

-10% 12% 8% j c. too elementary

Hypothesis No. 9

Philosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing and

educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as

they affect the society will be -apparent in the content and methods of teaching

English.

The existence of this course reveals a keen awareness of artistic and of current

sociological trends. That it is.only being Offered in two of the five schools

might suggest that the remaining schools consider offering Black Literature to

students. Features-in classrooms observed- such-as -the use of filmstrips, the

income -tax forms,-"visuals on- the walls (highly motivational visuals, all related

to the study-of Black,Iiteraturer
in

_suggest a-keen awareness of-the right media -to'

use n obiaining-OTOlobjectives.
_

StudentQuestionnairt--

On -the StUdent Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer-to results under Hypothesis No. 1

above), 20, 24, -and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have

bearing on.Hypothesis No. 9.

Student Response To-Course

Onthe Student-Questionnaire; Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2

above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed

in-relation-to the composite scores of boys and girls.

12. Why are you taking this course?

N301
17%_

10t
60Z:
13%

ve), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed

in-relation-to the composite scores of boys and girls.

12. Why are you taking this course?

,F263 NIII66

11% 11% a.

7% 6% b.

69% 67% c.-

13% 17% d.

-14-,

it is reqUired
it is required but-I would have taken it anyway,
I like this area of English
I like the teacher

N301 ,F263 NIII66

17%_ 11% 11% a. it is reqUired

10t 7% 6% b. it is required but-I would have taken it anyway,

60Z: 69% 67% c.- I like this area of English

13% 13% 17% d. I like the teacher

-14-,

N301 ,F263 NIII66

17%_ 11% 11% a. it is reqUired

10t 7% 6% b. it is required but-I would have taken it anyway,

60Z: 69% 67% c.- I like this area of English

13% 13% 17% d. I like the teacher

-14-,



13. This course was suggested to me by:

M-262 F455 W57
35% 31% 16% a: counselor
44% 452 72% b. friend
6% 7Z 2% c. parent
14% 16% 112 d. English teacher

18. How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
-including those you are now taking?

14-335 F299 N*70
31%- 29% 44Z a. one of the best
38Z- 39% 39Z b. above average
19% 22% 9Z c. below average
12Z- 10% 9Z d. one of the poorest

21. Disregarding the teacher and the way_ the course was taught, how do you
rate the subject matter of the course?

1346
34%

*442
17%_-_

!-307 N -70

43% _--57% a,_ 'liked it very much
36% _ 27% b.- liked- it. fairly well

15Z 11% _c,- neither_-_liked ter disliked it
4x -1% d. dislike--the subject-
ix 3X a. strongly disliked ;

comparediwith traditional. English courses (English II or English III),
this selective course gave you:

M*315 .- F278
66Z- 612
9%-- 5Z

26% 33%

N-61
_ 74X a. greater depth in the'subject matter

8% ab. too much depth
18% c. about the same

27. As compared with traditional English courses (Eiglieh III or English IV),
this selective course gave you:

1302 F -271 N-62
62Z: 612 58% a. more flexibility in pursuing your interests
13X 11% 18% b. more rigid scheduling of books the teacher

selected
25% 27Z 242 c. about the same

Recommendations

The Evaluation COmmittei recommends that:the Secondary Instructional Council adopt
Black Literature as a reguler offering in Mt. Dikblo-Unified School District. As with
the Committee s recommendations' regarding Literature-of Fantasy, we feel that Item 9
on-the Questionnaire reveals-a weakness in the understanding of the role of the
teacher as advisor to students, in selecting courses. We recommend that the teachers
have a greater role in advising students selecting future English selective..

We=recomeend not only the_Secondary Instructional Council adopting this selective
English course as a regular offering in the Mt. Diablo Schools, but also suggest other
schools explore the possibility of offering this selective if they have not already,
done so.

-15-



RUSSIAN LITERATURE

-"Students in this course will read, in translation, poetry, drama, and the novel
of pre and post- revolutionary Russia." Though this selective has been offered
and taught in two of the five high schools offering nongraded, multi- selective
English programs, the course was being taught only in one school during the
evaluation. The one class observed by two evaluators had 30 students in attendance."

Hypothesis No. 1
(d,

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence
of wide reading of many kinds of good-books, such as library withdrawals, ample
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books Will not only
belrevalent_but accessible.

The feitures-of the classroom whiOh would lead one to infer the attainment of
Hypotheeis-No. 1 include the following: "A well stocked paperback library of
Russian literature was-available in the clasiroom: bulletin boards, posters,
emphasising-class content- were -in evidence. Records used were-shown tome-by
the_teacher." -And "half the students carried-paperback editions of Cancer Ward
and half-of them Carried_paperback_ceditions of_ The First Circle."

Student Questionnaire

On the Student-Questionnaire, Item 171ms bearing on Hypothesis No. 1.

17.= Student-instructor planning:

M322 1294 N-28
16% 21% 29% a. instructor encourages student participation in

planning and organizing class objectives and
activities,

48% 50% 46% b. instructor allows students' suggestions and
criticisms to influeicehis plans for clais
objectives and activities

32% 26% 212 c. planning is chiefly by instructor
4% 3% 4% d. planning is spelled out in the course description:

student and teacher restricted to the syllabus-

Hypothesis No. 2

There will_be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the-class. More
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning.

"Attractive-pleasarit-relevanti" and "discussion of relationship between two books,
with the difference only superficial as to-setting or deeper as to characterization
ant-exploration of theme would-suggest that the intellectual climate was quite
good."

On-a-scale ranging from 1 completely involved, to 7 uninvolved, the mean score of
student involvement was 1.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 1Q, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis
above), and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2.

-16-



10. In relation to other courses, to what extent has this course motivated
you to workfor it?

19i342 P.305 N29
152- 142 212 a. considerably more enthusiastic about working

for this course than theothers ,.
292 202 382 b. more motivation in this coursethsn others
122 10% 3% c. fleas motivation than others -;:.--3

.302 442 342 d. about average motivation
142 132 .32 e. practically no motivation

14. _HOw would you describe the attitudes'of the class toward this course?

W345_ P.309 N.29
272 24%, 59% a. very- favorable.
332 24Z 172 b. fairly favorable
28Z_ '37% 202 c. average
82- 11% 3% d. decidedly unfavorable
-5% 5% e. highly unfavorable

19. =Does the course-- stimulate independent-thinking?

1.346 P.306 N29
161-. -_-13% 10Z- a.- to-an',Unusual degree
402 38% 66% b. much---

252 312 17% c. .moderately
142: 132 7% d. little
4% 5% OZ e. encourages rote memory work Only, stifles

independent thinking

Hypothesis No. 3

Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but
also-for:meaningful motivation. ,An 'aphasia will-bion preparing the students
for-writing.

Though there were no remarks by observers regarding composition assignments on
the-graph below,. one can tee on "Obiervers' Reports of Content Chart" under
Hypothesis No. 5 below that composition is involved in the Russian Literature
class. There is a severe limitation in evaluating this program in that only one
'class has been observed.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Item 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3.

11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is:

W346
8%

192
41%
232
9%

7.309 N29
7% 172 .. a.
202 282 b.
392 412 c.
222 102 d.

3% e.

such more than the mil amount
somewhat more than usual
average in amount
somewhat less than the average
much less than the usual amount



16. What things do you feel are the most help to you in English classes?

140B322 Fa284 - N27
_192 112 42 a.
27% 292 562 b.
6: 52 OZ c.
42 22 42 d.

442 532 372 n.

Hypothesis No. 4

learning to read faster and better
learning to write better
learning the parts of speech
learning how to spell
learning about people and yourself

The cliss will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have considerable
latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There will be evidence of
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction.

The type of activity described by observers could lead one to infor that the
-teacher-wai using some interesting group techniques: "Two discussion groups, one
for each book." -"Teacher leads the discuision fOr one group while the other group
reads," and "teacher's- purpose -to allow student interaction of-opinion and perception
to deepen the reading-experience."

On the chart below, one- can see -`the nature of methods employed by the teacher.

Observers' Reports-of Methods Used 3y Teachers In Ordet of EMhasis

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 7 8

Lecture
Groups 2
Silent *irk 2 3
Recitation
Discussion' 1 1

SOCtitiC
Student-Presentation
Teather Operating Equipment
Other

Spideionnaire

On-the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 4.

25. How valuable are assigned readings?

outstanding
almost always valuable
usually valuable
sometimes worth reading
a waste of time

14-330 P*291 Nu28
102 322 21% a.

282 312 46% b.
302 272 212 c.

222 252 112 d.
102 62 0% e.
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Hypothesis No. 5

Language, literature, and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion
-and,not as separate entities. InstructiOnwIllle coordinated and integrated. __

The inter-relationship of literature, reeding, and discussion is revealed in the
retarks quoted above. The chart below suggests integration of the components of
composition and literature is reading. Due to the few observations, one cannot
discuss this hypothesis,at length.

Obser4ers' le orts of Content Selected I Teachers In'Order of basis

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Llteriture 1

Composition 3
Language ,

leading
Speech formal
Speech infernal
Mass Media-
l% content-stressed
Other .

Hypothesis No. 6

Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading
for all students.-

One observer commented "student have been reading their respective novels with
the-intention of coepleting both Solshenittyn books. Discussion leads to seeing
the uniqueness of the two books and theValue of reading both of them." "Above
one can see that the-emphatis on reading -;and the teacher's role in instructing
students how to read the literature of4issia is being attained."

Student Questionnaire

On-the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer,to results under Hypothesis No. 3
above), 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis_No. 4 above) have bearing
on- Hypothesis No. 6.

22. Difficulty of assigned reading:

N309 1o289 N28
11% 7X 42 a. too difficult ,

79X 79% 96% b. of appropriate difficulty
102 14% OZ c.1too easy

English teachers will be prepared for the ptlot course by having been active
in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the
new subject matter, by making use of opportunities for continuing their education
through inservice training or extension school services, and by being conversant
about articles and publications on the new subjects.



During the teaching of this course, the teaches participated in a day-long workshop
for instructors teaching Russian Literature at the State Convention of the California
Association of Teachers of English In-Los Angeles.

Hypothesis No. 8

Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students
and will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal
students. The course will have relatively few-drop-outs after the second week
of instruction.

One observer remarked that "students have read a: sampling of Literature
and range of reading genre and tims.(presumibly interessive)."--;,-Both ohmvers
indicated that the students in the_class were;probablYzies. RUsiian-LiAtrature
appears to appeal to a moat homogeneous gXOup:, .26rot-29 students,reaponding on
the Student Questionnaire indicated that, -they weretakingan,iicedemicprigras in
high school. _15 of 26 responses indicated-that,theyaould want-iti,be remembered
is a "brilliant student." All 29 students indicateUthat-they_were going to go "-

-on_to college.

I

Student °apatite

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 15. 19 (refer to- results under_
No. rabove), 22 (refer to-resultsunderlHyptithesit'No4 6-:above), 23,E -arid s
25 (refer to results under Hy0Otheeis'No.,_4_aboveYhave bearing On Hypothesis
No. 8.

23. For my preparation and ability, this course is:

Hu330 Fu295 Nu29
102 112 42 a. too difficult
802 772 902 b. about right
102 122 62 c. too elementary

1222thelis No. 9,

Philosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching

*English.

Among literature ised records and motion pictures on the video tape were included
in the-Russian Litera ure course. The class being offered suggests attainment
of the hypothesis.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 20, 24, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have
bearing on HypOthesis No. 9.

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you?

H.346
152

P.306
12%

N-29*
172 a.

322 292 66% b.

342 362 172 c.

132 172 02 d.

62 52. 02 e.

most valuable
highly valuable
of average value
of little value
of no value



-24.- In relation to other courses I am now taking, this course is:

=14=319 F=278 N=26
13% 9% 25% a. very theoretical
22% 20% 12% b. somewhat theoretical
39% 46% 46% c. average in balance between theory and

practical applications
15% 17% 12% d. somewhat practical
11% 8% 4% e. closely related to practical application

Student Response To Cout*e

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2
Above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and'27 provide interesting comparison when viewed
Jn_relation to the composite scores of boys and girls.

12. .Why are you taking this course?

H=301 F=263 N=25
17% 11% OZ a. it is required
10%

60%

13%

7% OZ b.

69% 92% c.

13% 8% d.

it is required but I would have taken it anyway
I like this area of English
I like the teacher

13. This course was suggested to me by:

W262 F=255 N=12
35% 31% 8% a. counselor
44% 45% 75% b. friend
6% 7% OZ c. parent
14% 16% 16% d. English teacher

_18._ How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
including those you are now taking?

W335 F=299 N=29
31% 29% 57% a. one of the best
38% 39%- 28% b. above average
19% 22% 14% c. below average

. 12% 10% OZ d. one of the poorest

21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught, how do you
rate the subject matter of the course?

W346
34%
41%

17%

4%
4%

F=3^7
43%

N=29
62% ae

36% 34Z b.

15% 4% c.

4% OZ d.

2% OZ e.

liked it very much
liked it fairly well
neither liked ror disliked it
dislike the subject
strongly disliked

26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III),
this selective course gave you:

W315 F=278 N=28
66% 61% 82% a. greater depth in the subject matter
9% 5% 7% b. too much depth

26% 33% 11% c. about the same

21



27. As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV),
this selective course gave you:

M-302 1+471 N -26

62X 61% 852 a. more flexibility in pursuing your interests
132 11% 4X b. more rigid scheduling of books the teacher

selected
252 272 j12X c. about the same

Recommendations

0

Though this class was only observed by two evaluators, the evidence recorded and ,

the aveiwhelming student endorsement leads the Evaluation Committee to recommend
the-approval of Russian Literature as an offering in English in the Mt. Diablo District
High Schools.
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LITERARY CLASSICS

"This course will study various myths, including modern interpretations and
analysid of the Origins of the myths, epics of different cultures, and those
monumental literary works which provide the present with insight into the
timeless themes of humanity."

Literary Classics is being taught in four of the five high schools in the Mt.
Diablo Unified School District.. Eight observers participated in evaluating
four courses. The number of students in classes as observed averaged 27.6.

Because of the mistake in the distribution of student questionnaires, one of
the four classes of students did not have the opportunity of filling out the
Student Questionnaire. Of,the 78 students who did, there were 3 9th graders;
22 10th graders; 34 11th graders; and 19 12th graders. 38 boys and 39 girls took
the class. Responding to the question, "What program or curriculum are you taking
in school?" 6 chose "not decided"; 3, "Vocational"; 10, "commercial or business
education"; 43, "academic"; and 16, "general."

In:,response to the question, "If you could be-remembered here at school for one
of-the-four things listed-below, which one -would you want to be?" 14 of 67 chose
"brilliant student";_ 11, "good-athlete"; 7, "leader in activities "; and 31,
"popular among students".

When asked if they planned to attend college, 66 of 78 indicated that they were,
10-wire undecided, and 2 were not'planning to.

Hypothesis No: 1

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence
of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only
be prevalent but accessible.

According to observers, were few library books, individual reading assignments
and secondary resources in classes. In most cases the students were carrying the
work assigned for the class, though one observer reported, "A great variety of
books carried by students. Some from other- classes. A, good variety of paperbacks.
All students had class reader with them." Though the majority of titles were
from pre-Christian Greco-Roman period, teachers were using modern titles such
as "Zorba the Greek." Yet there were no reports of readings outside of the
Western tradition being assigned or recommended to students.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1.

17. Student-instructor planning:

M"322 F=294 N=68
16% 20% 15% a.

48% 50% 54% b.

32% 26% 25% c.

4% 3% 6% d,

instructor encourages student participation in
planning and organizing class objectives and
activities
instructor allows students' suggestions and
criticisms to influence his plans for class
objectives and activities
planning is chiefly by instructor
planning is spelled out in the course description:
student and teacher restricted to the syllabus
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Hypothesis No. 2

There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the class. More
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning.

Such observations from observers as the following would lead one to infer that
a good intellectual climate existed in the classrooms: "Much student art work
on display." "Rooms well decorated, much display of material appropriate to and
keyed to anthology." "Pictures and maps relating to Greece-and Greek mythology
on one - bulletin board." "Portable with desks in circle--couple of couches in
the back of the room. Attractive pictures and photographs on wall." "The

classroom was well decorated. Some of the decorations relative to the course."
"...class involvement and interest was very high, and the student responses
to the visual images demonstrated a good grasp of mythological references presented
by the instructor with very specialized background.. The course would have to be
of great interest to most students." However, two observations were disconcerting,
"Some memorization," and "The physical atmosphere,'however, was somewhat disordered,
there being no obvious pattern to the seating. This gives the group a somewhat
disoriented effect." These observations suggest that at one extreme in a least'
one class a rather traditional atmosphere prevails, and at the other a loose
atmosphere exists without apparafit purpose.

The mean score of the observers rating student involvement from 1 completely
involved, to 7 uninvolved, was 2.71.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"There seemed a real sense of purpose on the part of the students, but a very
pleasant informality. Some students sat on the floor, some passed thermos
bottles of coffee, and everyone seemed interested in the presentations. An
unusually well structured and well conducted class, especially impressive in this
observation because the students were the primary participants."

Student Questionnaire

Items 10, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis
on Hypothesis No. 2.

to what extent has this course motivated

On the Student Questionnaire,
No. 1 above), and 19 have bearing

10. In relation to other courses,
you to work for it?

M=342 F=305 N=77
15% 14% 15% a. considerably more enthusiastic about working for

this course than the others
29% 20% 26% b. more motivation in this course than others
12% 10% 18% c. less motivation than others
30% 44% 27% d. about average motivation
14% 13% 14% e. practically no motivation

14. How would you describe the,attitudes of the class toward this course?

M=345 F=255 N=77
35% 31% 16% a. very favorable
44% 45% 19% b. fairly favorable
6% 7% 39% c. average
14% 16% 16% d. decidedly unfavorable

10% e. highly unfavorable



19: Does the course stimulate independent. thinking?

M=346
,' 16%

-40%
25%
14%

4%

F=306

13%
N=77
12%' a.

38% 26% b.

31% . 35% c.

13% 23% d.

5% 4% e.

to an unusual degree
much
moderately
little

encourages rote memory work only, stifles
independent thinking

Hypothesis No. 3

.

Teachers will provide not only far frequent and varied writing experiences;but
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing-the students
for writing.

In-the chart on content under Hypothesis No. 5, one will see the degree of
emphasis on composition in the Literary Classics selective. Among observations,
,the following are of interest:_ Merreports seemed to be an excellent means
foreXercising students' composition_Skills-and speaking skills as well as
selecting information reiative-to the content of the course." "Some projects,
e.g.-,construct model of Parthenon,-Write a Canterbury tale in iambic pentameter,
some:itudent reports,"-and 'Writing assignment (write some statements about the
boa:after they have finished reading it) given on board relating to Zorba the
Greek."

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3.

11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is:

M=346
8%

19%

41%
23%
9%

F=309 N=78
7% 13% a.

21% 17% b.

39% 47% c.

22% 16% d.

12% 6% e.

much more thin the usual amount
somewhat more than usual
average in amount
somewhat less than the average
much less than the usual amount

16. What things do you feel are the most help to you in English classes?

M=322 F=284 N=66
19% 11% 9% a.

27% 29% 27% b.

6% 5% 5% c.

4% 2% 2% d.

44% 53% 58% e.

learning to read faster and better
learning to write better
learning the parts of speech
learning how to spell
learning about people and yourself

Hypothesis No. 4

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have considerable
-latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There will be evidence of
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction.



Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

There were frequent observations that revealed the range of creative methods
teachers employed in teaching Literary Classics, such as "Teacher shows and asks
questions about pictures (slides, books) of buildings and about how they reflected
culture of the cultures involved --how one can tell a great deal about people in
a culture by reading their myths." "This lecture-discussion contained the idea
but with architecture instead of myths."

"There were questions by teacher and students for about 5 to 10 minutes and
answers to them by the student doing the report. This seems to be primarily a
class that reads for homework and has lecture-discussion during_the class hour
with a few projects thromm.in." "Students were giving oral reports on background
material for reading (oral reports on background to classical literature)_."
"All work was of independent nature. Teacher helped individualiAhroughout
period." "Mrs. X used slidei taken on her sabbatical the slides showed various
mythological characters and various-places prevalent in mythology. The slides
were used for review and to increase student background."

"Teacher believes individual or group projects should be shared with the class.
One group of_three girls finished telling OUGilgameth--three_other girls began
story of Rome." "The teacher_played tapei of several-old 'Lone Ranger' programs
with -the purpose of-having-the students obierve_and discuss the aspect of the
'hero' in modern form. Students Were asked to contrast and compare the 'Lone
Ranger' with classical heroes."

Observers' Reports of Methods Used By Teachers In Order-of Emphasis

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

LeCture 1 1 1 2
GrOups 3
Silent Work 1

Recitation 1

Discussion 1 2 1 1 2 1

Socratic 1 1

Student Presentation 1 3 3

Teacher Operating Equipment 1 1

Other 1*

*Individual Work

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 4.

25. How valuable are assigned readings?

MR330 F-291 Nm75
10% 32% 5% a.

28% 31% 23% b.

30% 27% 30% c.

22% 25% 25% d.

10% 6% 16% e.

outstanding
almost always valuable
usually valuable
sometimes worth reading
a waste of time
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Hypothesis No. .5

Language, literature, and compositiciiiwill be taught in appropriate proportion
and not as separate entities. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated.

Once again this very important hypothesis was very difficult to substantiate
through observers' remarks on the observation form. One observer in filling
out the content emphasis chart added some interesting remarks about the integration
of-language, literature, and composition. In assessing the composition, she
stated "No short assignmentsa few, approximately three long papers." In

assessing language emphasis, she added "As used in literature." The latter

observation is of utmost importance in making-students aware of diction and
choices of imagery in revealing the idea the writer is attempting to communicate.
This process is the essence of language study in any English class.

Observers' Reports of Content Selected By_ Teachers In Order of Emphasis

r -

Literature.

Composition
Language
Reeding
Speech forMal
Speech informal
Hass Nadia
No content stressed
Other

1

1

... 2

_3

1

2

1

3

2

.

4

3

3

2

1

4

1

3

3

2

1

5

3

1

2

6

1

3

2

7

1

3'

3

1

1

1

8 9

-Hypothesis No. 6

Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading

for all students.

The observers assessed the students as representing a heterogeneous range with

the median being a B track student. Evidence of the extent to which the Literary
Classics class reveals Hypothesis No. 6 can be inferred from some of the following
quotes:' "Students were doing readings insmythology, with heavy reference on
classical references, to build toward readings of Oedipus, Rex or Antigone."

"Mbst students have the text for the class in hand. It was used only at the

very end of the period for an oral reading assignment."

"Excellent preparation for reading in the Odyssey." "Teacher said she read or

told many of the stories to the class."

Considering the challenging literary selections chosen for this heterogeneous
class, it is encouraging to see the frequency of oral reading as a technique.

Because of the obvious overlap of many of these hypotheses, it 4s-important that
the reader refer to the chart on content emphasis under Hypothesis No. 5 above.



Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3
above), 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 6.

22. Difficulty of assigned reading:

M=309 F=289 N=75
11% 7% 122 a. too difficult

79% 79% 762 b. of appropriate difficulty
10% 14% 122 c. too easy

Hypothesis No. 7

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active
in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the
new subject matter, by making use of opportunities for continuing their education
through inservice training or extension school services, and by being conversant
about articles and publications' on the new subjects.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"I assume her knowledge came from college courses and self-education." "The

teacher has an extremely-good background in the field-and an intense interest in
the-MYthology and symbolism of myth, and her design for the course is very
thorough and well planned." "Teacher returned from one year sabbatical to Greece.
Depth of background was excellent for this course." "Teacher and colleagues
zesponsible for arranging curriculum in packages. Had spent part of a summer and
much-time during term refining and perfecting packages."

Mlpothesis No. 8

Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students
and will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal
students. The course will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week
of instruction.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Mrs. X, who is a very pleasant and highly organized teacher, deals with a great
range of students including nonreaders. The individual programs make_good sense
for such a diverse group. For a group that lacked self-confidence and self-
discipline, the teacher and the method of presenting material looked most appropriate."

"Teacher played tapes of several 'Lone Ranger' programs, with the purpose of
having the students observe and discuss the aspect of the 'hero' in a modern
form." "The course would have to be of great interest to most students." "The
course was considered with mythology, students were enlarging their knowledge
by (small teams) presenting myths and mythological heroes that the class as
a whole had not had time to study. Some had copy of particular mythology or
epic hero on which they were reporting." "Some projects, e.g., construct model
of Parthenon, write Canterbury Tale in iambic pentameter, some student reports,
a test, etc." "Students were giving oral reports on background material for
reading. One was on mathematics of the Greek culture, another had to do with
Greek theater, poem was read by a student on the history of the Trojan War,
and a report on the beginnings of medicine."



The reader might refer to the use of grouping as a technique to provide for the
greater range of abilities in the method chart which appears under Hypothesis
No. 4. The use of this method was reported by only one observer.

The discrepancy between observations made and recording on the chart reveals
probably more of an oversight on the part of observers than on teacher practice.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 15, 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2
Above), 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above), 23 and 25 (refer to
Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8.

(-

15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for thiscotitae, has it
fulfilled your expectations?

MS344
25%
23%
22%

17%-

12%

Fs306 N78
22% 15% a.

22% 26% b.

22% 182 c.

22% 27% d.

12% 14% e.

more than fulfilled my expectations
it was satisfactory
about what I expected
disappointed
did not have very clear expectations

23.- For my preparation and ability, this course is:

11.330 F295 N75
10% 11% 16% a. too difficult
80% 77% 73% b. about right
10% 12% 11% c. too elementary

Hypothesia No. 9

Philosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching
English.

The singularity of focus on the literary classics of the Western Tradition revealed
in- the selected titles suggests a certain narrowness in view of the global
village we presently live in. The copious use of slides, posters, films, and
records demonstrated the teacher's awareness of technological devices that make
literary works of the past more vital and alive. The choice of Zorba the Greek
and tapes from The Lone Ranier, demonstrates how teachers make more vital our
connection with the past.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 20, 24, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have
bearing on Hypothesis No. 9.

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you?

H1346
15%

32%
34%
13%

6%

F306 Ns77
12% 8% a.

29X 32% b.

36% 23% c.

17% 19% d.

5i 19% e.

most valuable
highly valuable
of average value
of little value
of no value



24. In relation to other courses I am now taking, this course is:

NO319
132
222

392

152
112

F=278 N-67

92 12% a.

20% 22% b.

462 45% c.

172 192 d.

82 1% e.

very theoretical
somewhat theoretical
average in balance between theory and
practical applications
somewhat practical
closely related to practical application

Student Response To Course

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2

above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed
in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls.

12. Why are you taking this course?

M.301 F263 N59
172 112 292 . a. it is required

102 '72 8% b. it is required but I would have taken it anyway

602 692 58% c. I_like this area of English

132 132 5% d. I like the teacher

13. This course wask,suggested to me by:

M.262
352
44%
62
142

F=255 N=62,

312 55% a. counselor

452 23% b. friend

72 62 c. parent

162 16% d. English teacher

18. How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
including thoseiyou are now taking?

M.335 F299 N70
312 292 19% a. one of the best

382 392 312 b. above average

192 222 24% c. below average

122 102 262 d. one of the poorest

21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught, how do you

rate the subject matter of the course?

H.346
342
412
172
4%
42

F=307

432

N77
22% a.

362 512 b.

152 172 c.

42 8% d.

22 32 e.

liked it very much
liked it fairly well
neither liked nor disliked it
dislike the subject
strongly disliked

26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III),

this selective course gave you:

1=315 F=278 N-67

66% 612 572 a. greater depth in the subject matter

92 52 92 b. too much depth

262 332 342 c. about the same



27. As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV),
this selective course gave you:

*302 Ps271 lis67

62% 612 432 a. more flexibility in pursuing your interests.
13% 11% 222 b. more rigid scheduling of books the teacher

selected
25% 272 342 c. about the same

ReCommOndations

The Evaluation Committee recommends (1) that the Secondary Instructional Council
adopt the course literary, Classics as a regular English offering in the Mt. Diablo
Unified School District; (2) that the District run some day-long workshops to study
the areas discussed in this evaluation, such as, focus on the Western Tradition,
the availability of reading's for a range of students in heterogeneous classes,
and=the means of integrating components of English; (3) that a clear policy,
regarding the role,of the English teacher as advisor of the student selecting
English selective courses be studied.
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BIBLE AS LITERATURE

"This course will study the many types of literature, both prose and poetry, found
in the Bible. It will explore ways in which writers of world literature have used
biblical themes, reference, and style, as a basis for their works. Among the
literary genre that will be studied will be the poetry of Psalms, Letters of St.
Paul, The Biography of David, The Essaysfof The Prophets, and The Drama of Job."

As'wlih Literary, Classicithe English selective course, Bible as Literature;
generally draws the more able student. It is being-taught in two of the five high
school English programs in the Mt. Diablo District. The number of students in
attendance in classes observed averaged 28.5. Among the 102 enrolled, 8 were 10th
graders; 49 were 11th graders; and 44 were 12th graders; 42 boys and 60 girls were
taking ;he classes observed. In response to the question "What program or curriculum
are you taking?" 12 chose "not decided"; 3 chose "vocational "; 7 ckose "commercial
or business education"; 46 chose "academic"; and 34 chose "general". In response
to the question "If you could be remembered here at school for one of the four
things. listed below, which one would you want to be?" 33 of 90 who responded
chose "brilliant student"; 14 chose "good athelete"; 13 chose "leader in activities";
and-27 chome"popular_among students." 82 students imlicated that they plan to
attend college, 16 were undecided, and 3 were not planning to.

Hypothesis No. 1
.

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence
of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only
be prevalent but accessible.

As the course description Alive suggests, the Bible can be thought of as an
anthOlogy. Other works complimenting_ the readings were the following citations
observered by members of the Evaluation Committee: "Biblical reference books
available on the front table," "Small classroom library - The Greatest Life Ever
Li, ved, The Story_ of The Bible World". Observers also mentioned that the various
translations of the Bible were available.

Student Questionnaire

On, the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1.

17. Student-instructor planning:

162 21X 292 a.

482 50% 462 b.

32% 26% 212 c.

42 3% 42 d.

instructor encourages student participation
in planning and organizing class objectives
and activities
instructor allows students' suggestions and
criticisms to influence his plans for class
objectives and activities
planning is chiefly by instructor
planning is spelled out in the course description:
student and teacher restricted to the syllabus



MILothesis No. 2

There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the class. More
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observes ation

"Continuity very clear and students obviously used to carry into next step."
"Excellent discussion and arrangement of desks (3-sided) and many visual aids
neatly arranged." "Student-projects displayed on cupboard tops, maps on chalk
board trays." "Beautiful display of material directly related to the course of
instruction."

Observers rate pupil involvement on a scale of 1 completely involved,-to 7
uninvolved at a mean score of 3.2.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis
No. 1 above), and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2.

10. In relation to other courses, to what extent has this course motivated
you to work for it?

Ms342 1s305 Ns29
152 142 212 a. considerably more enthusiastic about working

for this course than the others
292 202 382 b. sore motivation in this course than others
122 102 32 c: _less motivation than others
302 44% 342 d. about average motivation
142 132 32 e. practically no_motivation

14. How would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course?

0s345 70309 No29
272 242 592 a. very favorable
332 242 b. fairly favorable
282 372

.172

202 c. average
82 II: 32 d. decidedly unfavorable
52 52 02 e. highly unfavorable

19: Does the course stimulate independent thinking?

11s346 P.306 11s29

162 132 10% a. to an unusual degree
40% 382 662 b. much
2520 312 172 c. moderately
142 132 72 d. little
42 52 02 e. encourages rote memory work only, stifles

independent thinking

Hypothesis No. 3

Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students
for writing.



There was a lack of reference to writing assignments among the teacher-administrator
observations. One observer did mention "writing involving English usage and
oral=participation on the part of students."

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for
different groups of students within the course. Teacherl will have considerable
latitude in choosing materials of'instruction. There will be evidence of
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction.

Among the variety of approathes the teacher utilized were the following:
Field trip to the Pacific School of Religion, individualized instruction through
projects such as students creating a film on David and Sol, use visual
materials related to literature, encouraging oral reports, relying on newspapers
and magazines, encouraging students to use a phonograph when presenting their
reports:and filmstrips.

Observers' Reports of Methods Used nr Teachers In Order of EmphasisObservers' Reports of Methods Used nr Teachers In Order of Emphasis

and materials of instruction for
different groups of students within the course. Teacherl will have considerable
latitude in choosing materials of'instruction. There will be evidence of
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction.

Among the variety of approathes the teacher utilized were the following:
Field trip to the Pacific School of Religion, individualized instruction through
projects such as students creating a film on David and Sol, use visual
materials related to literature, encouraging oral reports, relying on newspapers
and magazines, encouraging students to use a phonograph when presenting their
reports:and filmstrips.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Lecture 3 1 2
Groups 5-

Silent Work
Recitation 2 2

DISCUSSLOR _4 3
Sogratic 1 4
Student Presentation 1 3 3 1

ember Operating Equipment 2 2

Other 3*

-reference study
*Work sheets by students



Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No '

above),-19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have beat g

on Hypothesis No. 4.

25. How valuable are assigned readings?

MI330 F-291 W25
102 322 212 a.

282 .312 462 b.

102, 27% 21% c.

22% 25% 11% d.

10% 6% 0% e.

outstanding
almost always valuable
usually valuable
sometimes worth reading
a waste of time

Hypothesis No. 5

Language, literature, and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion

and not as separate entities. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated.

Once again, regarding this very important hypothesis of what one should observe
in a superior English program, there were too few citations by observers of
the Bible as Literature classes relating to the integrating of the components

-of-English. Yet,-one statement ( "Emphasis on Hebrew Writing Style, identification
Of-same") suggests a focus on language-and style as aspects of communication.
One gets a better sense of integration from'the chart below.

Observers' Reports of Content Selected By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Literature 2 3

Composition 3 1*

Language
Reading 1 3

Speech formal
Speech informal 2 4 1

Mass Media 1 2

No content stressed
Other

film

Hypothesis No. 6

Selective courses will provide comprehensive' instruction in the skills of reading

for all students.

Since the majority of the students enrolled in Bible as Literature were more able,
the reading assignments were generally given to all members of the class. From
remarks of observers, one cannot ascertain the degree of differentiation of reading
material for heterogeneous groups within a class.
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Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3
above) and 25 (refer to Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 6.

Hypothesis No. 7

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active
in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the
new su sect matter, by making use of opportunities for continuing their education
through inservice training or extension school services, and by being conversant
about articles and publications on the new subjects.

The teachers observed are eminently qualified: one having studied Bible as
Literature at Oxford, England, and the other at San Francisco State. The latter
also participated in a summer workshop at the University of Indiana. Both are
extremely well read.

Hypothesis No. 8

Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programa for college-bound students
and --will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal
students. The course will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week
of instruction.

Gleanings from Teacher - Administrator, Observation

"Lesson plans for the semester indicate students are given a wide range of
activities."

There appears to be some misunderstanding regarding the responsibility of
counselors placing students in elective classes. From one observation form, an
observer reports that the-teacher "expressed the feeling that counselors often
place student in her elective that shouldn't have been placed there."

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 15, 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2
above), 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above), 23, and 25 (refer to
results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8.

15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course, has it
fulfilled your expectations?

111444

25%

23%

22%

17%

12%

F306
22%

N=29
52% a.

22% 24% b.
22% 10% c.

22% 14% d.

12% 0% e.

more than fulfilled my expectations
it was satisfactory
about what I expected
disappointed
did not have very clear expectations

23. For my preparation and ability, this course is:

111330

10%

80%

10%

F=295 N=29
11% 4% a. too difficult
77% 90% b. about right
12% 6% c. too elementary



Hypothesis No. 9

Philosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching
English.

In view of this hypothesis, one should refer to Hypothesis No. 4. Such involvement
by the teachers in preparing field trips to Pacific School of Religion and
encouraging students to make films on Biblical subjects reveals attainment of
this hypothesis. One observer remarked that a teacher used "experience in the
Orient-to illustrate use of modern scribes in countries where people cannot
write for themselves." Such an analogue suggests the teacher's keen sense of
making general or relevant aspects of a specialized course-like Bible as Literature.

Student Questionnaire,

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
Above), 20,-24, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have
bearing on Hypothesis No. 9.

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you?

M346
15%

32%

34%
13%

6%

F306
12%

N=29
17% a.

29% 66% b.

36% 17% c.

17% 0% d.

5% 0% e.

most valuable
highly Valuable
of average value
of little value,
of no value

24. In relation to other courses I am now taking, this course is:

M=319
13%

22%

39%

15%

11%

F278 N26
9% 25% a.

20% 12% b.

46% 46X c.

17% 12% d.

8% 4% e.

very theoretical
somewhat theoretical
average in balance between theory and practical
applications
somewhat practical
closely related to practical application

Students Response To Course

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2
Above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed
in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls.

12. Why are you taking this course?

M=301 F263 N25
17% 11% 0% a. it is required
10% 7% 0% b. it is required but I would have taken it anyway
60% 69% 92% c. I like this area of English
13% 13% 8% d. I like the teacher



13. This course was suggested to me by:

M0262 F=255 N=12
35% 31% 8% a. counselor
44% 45% 75% b. friend
6% 7% 0% c. parent
14% 16% 16% d. English teacher

18. How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
including those you are now taking?

M=335 7=299 N=29
31% 29% 57% a. one of the best
38% 39% 28% b. above average
19% 22% 14% c. below average
12% 10% 0%. d. one of the poorest

21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught, how do you
rate the subject matter of the course?

MI346
34%

41%

17%

4%
4%

7=307 N=29
43% 62% a.

36% 34% b.

15% 4% c.

4% 0% d.

2% 0% e.

liked it very much
liked it fairly well
neither liked nor disliked it
dislike the subject
strongly disliked

26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III),
this selective course gave you:

MI315
66%

9%
26%

F-278 N=28
61% . 82% a. greater depth in the subject matter
5% 7% b. too much depth

33% . 11% c. about the same

27. As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV),
this selective course gave you:

M*302 F0271 N=26
62% 61% 85% a. more flexibility in pursuing your interests
13% 11% 4% b. more, rigid scheduling of books the teacher

selected
25% 27% 12% c. about the same

Recommendations

The Evaluation Committee recommends (1) That the Secondary Instructional Council
approve the course Bible as Literature as an offering in English programs in the
Mt. Diablo High Schools. (2) As in the case of previous selective courses,* policy
regarding counseling students should be established. Not only should the role of
the English teacher advising the student be more widely exercised, but also should
the counselor become more familiar with the variety of courses available. The high
school English selective should not emulatp a little college English curriculum,
but rather merely emphasize certain areas within the scope of English without
excluding other areas, for such exclusion will limit the teacher in providing
studentswith the greatest range of interests. (3) In view of the absence of modern



readings cited by the observers, teachers of the Bible as Literature might consider
using modern works whose themes are derived from Biblical sources as an incentive
for students overly concernekwith-contemporarity. (4) That the Mt. Diablo Unified
School District-provide a workshop for teachers of the Bible as Literature in order
that readings, approaches, and strategies might be shared among all assigned this
selective so that it may be offered at more schools.



THE SHORT STORY

"This course will be a study of the art of short fiction: The art of the writer
as a creator of an experience and the art of the reader as a recreator of that
experience. Students will consider the major aspects of fiction in general (plot,
character, point of view, tone, setting, theme.) The interrelatedness of these
aspects will be stressed as students read stories by writers who stand among the
masters of the art of short fiction."

The Short Story is offered in four of the five schools offering nongraded multi-
selective English courses. The classes are generally heterogeneous. The number
of students in attendance reported by observers averaged 29.6. Of the 71 students
who responded to the questionnaire, there was 1, 9th grader; 13, 10th graders;
28, 11th graders; 29, 12th graders. 40_boys and 30 girls took the courses observed.
In response to the question "What program or curriculum are you taking in school?"
8 chose "not decided"; 2, "occasional"; 5, "commercial or business education"; 30,
"academic "; and 24, "general". In response to the question "if you could be
remembered here at school for one of the four things listed below, which one would
you want to be?" 18 of 65 responding chose "brilliant student"; 16, "good
athelete"; 5, "leader in activities"; and 24, "popular among students". When
asked if they plan to attend college, 57 indicated that they were, 6 were undecided,
and 7 were not planning to.

Hypothesis No. 1

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence
of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only
be prevalent but accessible.

One anthology was reported by an observer, another stated "mostly texts, a few
nontext paperbacks," while another observer mentioned 50 Great Short Stories,
Storie (Jennings & Calitri), Student Handbook for Study of iterature VI, teacher
copies of 55 Short Stories from New Yorker, and-Salinger's 9 Short Stories. Another
indicated such titles as Great American Short Stories,' Pocket Book of Short Stories,
Great Tales of Action and Adventure, Short Story Histerpeices 50 Great Short Stories,
The Art of Short Fiction, Reader s Digest, many magazines, Life and many anthologies
of Black literature.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1.

17. Student-instructor planning:

14U322 F=294 N=67
16% 21% 21% a.

48% 50% 51% b.

32% 26% 25% c.
4% 3% 3% d.

instructor encourages student participation
in planning and organizing class objectives
and activities
instructor allows students' suggestions and
criticisms to influence his plans for class
objectives and activities
planning is chiefly by instructor
planning is spelled out in the course description:
student and teacher restricted to the syllabus



Hypothesis No. 2

There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the class. More

emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"All students writing; some still writing during discussion; one-fourth class
making spontaneous comments, very witty ones, about plausibility of detail."
"Neat, clean, attractively, and relevantly decorated for literature:" "Desks for

discussion arrangement. Interesting posters." "Chairs arranged in a circle.

Date of class - related bulletin board displays." "All (students) looked around
and reacted to pictures, all did writing assignment, all followed reading of
story with obvious enjoyment. Said they liked the story." "This class obviously

can 'run itself'."

Evaluators observing courses ranked pupil involvement ranging from 1 completely

involved, to 7 uninvolved, at a mean of 1.67.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2.

10. In relation to other courses, to what extent has this course motivated

you to work for it?

1.342
15%

292
12%

30%
14%

P-305 N70
142 92 a.

20% 302 b.

102 10% c.

442 45% d.

132 6% e.

considerably more enthusiastic about working
for this course than the others
more motivation in this course than others
less motivation than others
about average motivation
practically no motivation

14. How would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course?

14.345 V-309 N.71
27% 242 17% a. very favorable

332 242 452 b. fairly favorable

28% 37% 302 c. average

8% 11% 7% d. decidedly unfavorable

5% 52 12 e. highly unfavorable

19. Does the course stimulate independent thinking?

M.346

16%
40%
252
14%
4%

P.306 NI.71

132 82 a.

382 492 b.

31% 282 c.

132 13% d.

52 1% e.

Hypothesis No. 3

to an unusual degree
much
moderately
little
encourages rote memory work only, stifles
independent thinking

Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but

also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students

for writing.
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Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Verbal instructions: You have 25 minutes to answer. questions on ditto of details,
which will enable you to write a character sketch tomorrow and a setting for the
character on Friday." "Finish up writing short stories." "Write a one or two
paragraph reaction to pictures (no explicit purpose given for writing assignment,
identifying audience and subject except 'write reaction to pictures')."

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3.

11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is:

M-346
82
19%

41%
23%
9%

F=309 N=71

7% 4% a.

20% 32% b.

39% 41% c.

22% 17% d.

12% 6% e.

16. What things

much more than the usual amount
somewhat more than usual
average in amount
somewhat less than the average
much less than the usual' amount

do you feel are the Most help to you in English classes?

Ms322 F=284 N=67
19% 11% 10% a.

27% 29% 48% b.

62 5% 3% c,

4% 2% 4% d.

44% 53% 342 e.

Hypothesis No. 4

learning to read faster and better
learning to write better
learning the parts of speech
learning how to spell
learning about people and yourself

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have considerable
latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There will be evidence of
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction.

Gleanings:from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Teacher's purpose to keep students emotionally involved with feelings of characters
and impact of story's setting." "I wanted also to use record The Sea,~ fnr the short
writing exercises." "Students told me they had discussed structural elements--plot,
setting, etc., at beginning of course but now they talk about ideas and feelings
in stories." "I made comparisons and noted contrast in the style of Kafka and
Sartre." "The bulk of the class was involved in writing the short stories. Mrs.

X was having conferences with students about their stories." "Student leader of
discussion read several dittos of student notes for a character sketch and class
commented on how appropriate the details were for a plausible character sketch.
Teacher's apparent purpose: to reinforce structural concepts by having students
apply them." "Student groups prepare presentations." "Story has been read."
"Student were in the process of analysis leading toward understanding of structural
elements and techniques of suspense in a short story."



Observers' Reports of Methods Used By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

Lecture
Groups
Silent Work
Recitation
Discussion
Socratic
Student Presentation
Teacher Operating Equipment
Other

*Writing short stories
-Teacher reading aloud
+Teacher reading aloud

1

2

1

1*

2

2

1-

3

1

4

1

2

5

1

2

2

3

6

2

1+

7

5

4

1

3

3

8

3

1

2

1

2

9

1

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No: 1
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 4.

25. How valuable are assigned readings?

M=330
10%

28%

30%
22%

10%

F=291 N=69
32% 7% a.

31% 36% b.

27% 38% c.

25% 17% d.

6% 1% e.

Hypothesis No. 5

outstanding
almost always valuable
usually valuable
sometimes worth reading
a waste of time

Language, literature, and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion
and not as separate entities. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Student explanation: we work in panels to give explications of character,
setting or mood, and theme. Now, because character is so important in building
up a story, she wants us to use the techniques of characterization by writing
our own." "Discussion about Black-White language." "Lesson was definitely a
continuation of examining a certain type of short story and writing style."
"On blackboard: (1) gather in several small groups, (2) share the sea pictures,
(3) discuss them, write a one or two paragraph reaction to pictures." "A few
papers read (interesting associations and use of language)."



Observers' Reports of Content Selected By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8- 9

Literature 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 2

Composition 2 5 3 2 2

Language 3 4 1 2 1

Reading 1 2 1 3 3 2 1 3

Speech formal
Speech informal 3 4

Mass Media 2

No content stressed
Other

Hypothesis No. 6

Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading
for all students.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"The class if primarily a reading and discussion class. 'We read aloud'." "All

followed reading of story with obvious enjoyment." "They said they liked the .

story."

"Discussion followed up on previous reading and paved the way for an additional
short story." "Reading a short story on how it might feel to be Black." "She read

us 'Rain' and 'Try A Dull Knife' and-they had good characterization." "Teacher

read passages from the storyWhich nad been completely read by class. Discussion

of the passages followed reading of the story."

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3
above), 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 6.

22. Difficulty of assigned reading:

M-309 F289 N70
11% 7% 6% a. too difficult
79% 79% 89% b. of appropriate difficulty
10% 14% 6% c. too easy

Hypothesis No. 7

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active
in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the
new subject matter, by making use of opportunities for continuing their education
through inservice training or extension school services, and by being conversant
about articles and publications on the new subjects.

On the observations made by observers, the following indicated the preparation of
instructors teaching the selective Short Story: "Teacher is well read and well

prepared in the short story, attended college classes" and "this dimes can obviously
'run itself' thanks to the excellent background Mrs. X has given them."



Hypothesis No. 8

Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students
and will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal
students. The course will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week
of instruction.

It is not surprising to find that in such a heterogeneous class as the Short Story,
teachers have relied extensively upon group work so as to challenge able students
while encouraging less able ones. Referring to several gleanings from Teacher-
Administrator observations under Hypothesis No. 4 and No. 2, one can see that
students are thoroughly engaged in the classes. ("Student groups prepare
presentations, etc.")

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 15, 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2
above), 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above), 23, and 25 (refer to
results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8.

15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course, has it
fulfilled your expectations?

M=344 F=306 N=70
25% 22% 24% a. more than fulfilled my expectations
23% 22% 21% b. it was satisfactory
22% 22% 13% c. about what I expected
17% 22% 18% d. disappointed
12% 12% 23% e. did not have very clear expectations

23. For my preparation and ability, this course is:

M=330 F=295 N=69
10% 11% 14% a. "too difficult
80% 77% 80% b. 412sui right
10% 12% 6% c. too elementary

Hypothesis No. 9

Philosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching
English.

In view of the generic focus of this English selective, one might expect there
would not be much evidence to substantiate attaining this hypothesis. Yet from
gleanings referred to under Hypothesis No. 4 above and No. 6, we see that there
is much writing basechon content other than literature read, such as pictures and
the sound of oral language as it is read by a teacher. One observer mentioned seeing
"radio, projector, and built-in screen in the room." One might also make the case
that the brevity of the genre makes the short story a most appropraite literary
form for a speed crazed century. Thus, the existence of such a course recognizes
the forces impinging upon English education today.



Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 20, 24, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 9.

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you?

M0346
152

F-306
122

N=71
132 a.

32% 292 342 b.

342 362 382 c.

13% 172 102 d.

62 52 62 e.

24. In relation to other courses

M*319 F=278 N68
132 92 122 a.

222 202 252 L.

392 462 372 c.

152 172 122

112 8% 152

.d.
e.

Student Response To Course

most valuable
highly valuable
of average value
of little value
of no value

am now taking, this course is:

very theoretical
somewhat theoretical
average in balance between theory and practical
applications
somewhat practical
closely related to practical application

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2
above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed
in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls.

12. Why are you taking this course?

MI301 P.263 N -66

172 112 212 a. it is required
102 72 142 b. it is required but I would have taken it anyway
602 692 502 c. I like this area of English
132 132 52 d. I like the teacher

13. This course was suggested to me by:

M0262
35%
44%
62

14%

F-255 N -60

312 302 a. counselor
45% 382 b. friend
7% 12% c. parent
162 202 d. English teacher

18. How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
including those you are now taking?

M335
312

F499
292

N -70

262 a.

382 392 402 b.

19% 222 292 c.

12% 102 62 d.

one of the best
above average
below average
one of the poorest



21. Disregarding the teacher and the vay the course was taught, how do you
rate the subject matter of the course?

M.346 1%8307 Nw70
342 432 392 a.

412 362 46% b.

172 152 42 c.

42 42 92 d.

42 22 32 e.

liked it very much
liked it fairly well
neither liked nor disliked it
dislike the subject
strongly disliked

26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III),
this selective course gave you:

M315 111,278 N066
662 612 712 a. greater depth in the subject matter
92 52 62 b. too much depth

262 332 232 c. about the same

27. As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV),
this selective course gave you:

Mw302 1w271 Nw65
622 612 612 a.

132 112 122 b.

252 272 262 c.

more flexibility in pursuing your interests
more rigid scheduling of books the teacher
selected
about the same

The Evaluation Committee recommends that the Secondary Instruction Council
adopt the Short jam as a regular English selective offering in the Mt. Diablo
District High Schools.

We recoemend that teachers teaching the Short Story look into the use of improvi-
sation as dramatic activities in teaching the Short Story.



DEVELOPMENTAL READING

"This course is designed for students who are reading slightly below average or

at grade level. By reading selections of nonfiction and fiction, students will
increase their vocabulary, their level of comprehension, their ability to make
reference, their understanding of the structure of the discourse, and their
Lability to judge reading rate to the,type and purpose of the reading assignm4nt."

Developmental, Readina is offered in two of the five Mt. Diablo high schools offering

English selective courses. Because of scheduling, one observer was uot able to
observe one of the two :lutes, but three observers did assess the two programs
offered in tie Fall, the number of students in attendance in classes observed by
the teacher - administrator teams averaged 19. The students were identified as

C's and low B's.

Items on the Student Questionnaire that reveal interesting data about the students

are Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 9. (The reader will be somewhat confused that the
N in most responses is about 19, while one might have expected twice that figure.
Both teachers administered the questionnaire. The cause of the descrepancy may-
be revealed in one observer's remark "Developmental Realign at X high school is

somewhat similar to Speed Reading at other schools. In Y school, Developmental
Reading, is more of a Remedial Reading class." There is a confusion of titles, and
it is plausible that students may have marked the wrong IBM slot for the course

that they were taking.)

Of the 19 who responded to the questionnaire, 1 student was in the 9th grade,
3 in the 10th, 4 in the 11th, and 11 in the 12th. There were 10 boys and 9 girls

in the classes. When asked "What program or curriculum are you taking in school?"
5 chose "not decided"; 0, "vocational"; 4, "commercial or business"; 5, "academic";

5, "general". When sulked "If you can be remembered here at school for one of the
four things listed below, which one would you want to be?" 5 chose "brilliant
student"; 4, "good athlete"; 1, "leader in activities"; and 9, "popular among

students". 13 said they were going to attend college, 5 were undecided, and
-1 was not planning to.

Hypothesis No. 1

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence
of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only
be prevalent but accessible.

One objective of the Developmental Reading class was to aid the student in reading
materials outside the realm of English. Therefore, observers did notice the use
of social studies books in the Developmental Reading class, in addition to
"various paperbacks of interest, e.g., Run Silent, Run Deep, a novel on c*agress,
Confessions of Nat Turner, The Wordways, Mhz:We CaTE-Wait, Circus in the Attic,
Basic Reading Skills, McMillan Reading program, Word Analysis, Oring, Board, etc.

Tests diagnosing reading abilities that were mentioned were SRA Reading kits 7.1d
reading machinery such as Control Readers, and tactisticopes, and reading pacers.
These were used infrequently.



OW.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnarie, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1.

17. Student-instructor planning:

H=322 F=294 N=19
16% 21% 5% a.

48% 50% 74% b.

32% 26% 11% c.

4% 3% 11% d.

Hypothesis No..2

instructor encourages student participation
in planning and organizing class objectives
and activities
instructor allows students' suggestions and
criticisms to influence his plans for class
objectives and activities
planning is chiefly by instructor
planning is spelled out in the course description:---
student and teacher restricted to the syllabus

There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the class. More

emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning.

-Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"The room was well stocked with appropriate literature: books (hard and paperback)

magazines and newspapers. Students bring with them any.school material or

'personal reading material to utilize during the class. Some had texts, others

paperbacks, some had brought magazines from the library. There are parent donated

couches and easy chairs for relaxed talk, study, and reading. Plus the room

contains an ample-assortment of reading equipment (shadow scopes, control readers)

.-to be used when appropriate.

Observers rated pupil involvement on a scale of 1 completely involved, to 7

uninvolved at a mean of 2.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis

No. 1 above), and-19 have bearing-on. Hypothesis No. 2.

10. In relation to other courses, to what extent has this course motivated

you to work for it?

1342 F=305 N=19

15% 14% 26% a. considerably more enthusiastic about working
for this course than the others

29% 20% 16% b. more motivation in this course than others

12% 10% 21% c. less motivation than others

30% 44% 32% d. about average motivation

14% 13Z 5% e. practically no motivation

14. How would you describe the attitudes of ....he class toward this course?

M-345
27% .

33%

28%
8%

5%

F309 N=19
24% 32% a. very favorable
24% 32% b. fairly favorable

37% 37% C. average
11% 0% d. decidedly unfavorable

5% 0% e. highly unfavorable

-49-



19. Does the course stimulate independent thinking?

M"346
16%

40%

25%

14%

4%

F=306
13%

N=19
16% a.

38% 26% b.

31Z 26Z c.

13% 26Z d.

5% 4% e.

Hypothesis No. 3

to an unusual degree
much
moderately
little

encourages rote memory work only, stifles
independent thinking

Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students
for writing.

There were no gleanings on the observation forms that would have bearing on
Hypothesis No. 3.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 11 and 16 have_bearing on Hypothesis No. 3.

11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is:

M-346 F=309 N=19
8% 7% OZ a. much more than the usual amount
19% 20% 21% b. sakewhat more than usual--

I
41% 39% 21% c. average in amount .

23% 22% 16% d. somewhat less than the average
9% - 12% 42% e. much less than the usual amount

16. What things do you feel are the most help to you in Ehglish classes?

N'.322 F-284 N=17
19% 11% 29% a. learning to read faster and better
17% 29Z 29Z b. learning to write better
6% 5% OZ c. learning the parts of speech
4% 2% OZ d. learning how to spell
44% 53% OZ e. learning about people and yourself

Hypothesis No. 4 Mo.

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have considerable
latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There will be evidence of
-experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

Under Hypothesis No. 1 and No. 2 above, one can infer that there is much innovation
in the range of activities to achieve objectives of this class.



One very impressive innovation in particular is the use of T.A. students, who
come in on teacher and counselor recommendation. The T.A.'s from grades 9

through 12 are excellent readers, and each helps one student in the class who is

having trouble with reading. The'scheduling is arranged so that there in-one T.A.

for each student in the Developmental Reading class.

Other observers' remarks included the following activities "the students heard
a poem by Bob Dylan - identify imagery and story - look at literary devices of

Bob Dylan." "Critical reading."

Observers' Reports of Methods Used By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Lecture
Groups
Silent Work
Recitation
Discussion
Socratic
Student Presentation
Teacher Operating Equipment

Other

2

1

2

1 1

2

3

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 170(refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing

on Hypothesis No 4.

25. How valuable are assigned readings?

M=330 F=291 N=19

10% 32% 0% a.

28% 31% 32% b.

30% 27% 16% c.

22% 25% 47% d.

10% 6% 4% e.

Hypothesis No. 5

outstanding
almost always valuable
usually valuable
sometimes worth reading
a waste of time

Language, literaure, and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion
and not as separate entities. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated.

In view of the lack of evidence that comoosition was part of the Developmental
Reading, class, the integration of the components might be questioned. It is

interesting to see the remark regarding the Bob Dylan poem in gleanings under

Hypothesis No. 4 above.



Observers' Reports of Content Selected By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Literature 2

Composition
Language 3

Reading 1 J. 1

Speech formal
Speech informal 2

Mass Media 3 -
No content stressed
Other

Hypothesis No. 6

Selective courses will provide Compiehensive instruction in the skills of reading

for all students.

Needless to say, one of the most salient features of.the Developmental Reading

class was the great variety of reading materials for a range of students with

varying abilities. 'Other gleanings include the following observations: "Critical

reading: poem by Bob'Dylan read once for overview, read twice for images and

story, read a third-time for meaning." "Lots of students reading to T.A.'s and

T.A.'s correcting. Six or eight kids reading at a time." "After Thanksgiving

students may be looking at the structure of writing, etc."
.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3

above), 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing

on Hypothesis No. 6.

22. Difficulty of assigned reading:

M=309 F=289 N=15
11% 7% 0% a. too difficult

79% 79% 87% b. of appropriate difficulty

10% 14% 13% c. too easy

Hypothesis No. 7

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active

in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the

new subject matter, by making use of-opportunities for continuing their education

through inservice training or extension school services, and by being conversant
about articles and publications on the new subjects.

The teachers have participated in college courses on reading and in reading

conferences.
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Hypothesis No. 8

Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students
and will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal
students. The course will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week
of instruction.

The two classes observed represent different abilities; one class was identified
as AB, the other class was identified as mainly C. Matching program to student is
an ongoing practice as is revealed by the following: "T.A.'s assigned to students
at first period. ILater, many changes made to match up with personalities."
Gleanings reported under Hypothesis No. 1, No. 2, No. 4, and No. 6, will also
provide the read4 with an understanding of the materials made available to the
broad range of students involved in the two classes. Also, the reader is referred

to the Methods Chart under Hypothesis No. 4, particularly the use of groups to
achieve more of ark individualized instruction for students.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 15, 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2
abovL), 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6-above), 23, and 25 (refer to
results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) haVe bearing on Hypothesis No. 8.

15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course, has it
fulfilled your expectations?

M=344 F=306 N=19
25% 22% 26% a. more than fulfilled my expectations
23% 22% 42% b. it was satisfactory
22% 22% 16% c. about what I expected
17% 22% 16% d. disappointed

12% 12% 0% e. did not have very clear expectations

23. For my preparation and ability, this course is:

M=330 F=295 N=19
10% 11% 0% a. too difficult

80% 77% 79% b. about right
10% 12% 21% c. too elementary

Hypothesis No. 9

Philosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching
English.

The reliance upon group work, the innovation of using T.A.'s on a one-for-one
basis, the variety of topics students were to read, indicate the fulfillment of
.Hypothesis No. 9. In addition, one observer reported that class "studies how
to read a film on a regular basis - critical reading with film as a media."



Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above) 20, 24, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 9.

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you?

M-346
15%

32%

34%

13%

6%

F=306 N=19
12% 21% a.

29% 37% b.

36% 26% c.

17% 11% d.

5% 4% e.

most valuable
highly valuable
of average value
of little value
of no value

24. In relation to other courses I am now taking, this course is:

M=319 F=278 N=17
13% 9% 6% a.

22% -20% 18% b.

39% 46% 24% c.

15% 17% 41% d.

11% 8% 11% e.

very, theoretical

somewhat theoretical
average in balance between theory and practical
applications
somewhat practical
closely related to practical application

Student Response To Course

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2
above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and '27 provide interesting comparison when viewed
in relation to the compoeite scores of boys and girls.

12. Why are you taking this course?

M=301 F=263 N=11

17% 11% 0% a.

10% 7% 0% b.

60% 69% 73% c.

13% 13% 27% d.

it is required
it is required but I would have taken it anyway
I like this area of English
I like the teacher

13. This course was suggested to me by:

M=262 F=255 N=17

35% 31% 41%

44% 45% 53%
a. counselor
b. friend

6% 7% 6% c. parent

14% 16% 0% d. English teacher

18. How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
including those you are now taking?

M=335 F=299 N=18
31% 29% 39% a.

38% 39% , 39% b.

19% 22% 17% c.

-12% 10% 6% d.

one of the best
above average
below average
one of the poorest



21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught, how do you
rate the subject matter'of the course?

M=346

34%

41%

17%

4%

4%

F-307

43%

N=19
16% a.

36% 47% b.

15% 32% c.

4% 4% d.

2% 0% e.

liked it very much
liked it fairly well
neither liked nor disliked it
dislike the subject
strongly disliked

26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III),
this selective course gave you:

M-315 F=278 N=17
66% 61% 532 a. greater depth in the-subject matter
9% 5% 0% b. too much depth

26% 33% 47% c. about the same

27. As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV),
this selective course gave you:

M=302 M-271 N=15
62% .61% 73% a.

13% 11% 0% b.

25% 27% 27% c.

more flexibility in pursuing your interests
more rigid scheduling of books the teacher
selected
about the same

Recommendations

The Evaluation Committee recommends (1) that the Secondary Instructional Council
adopt the course Developmental Reading as-a regular English offering in the Mt. Diablo
District High Schools; (2) that teachers teaching the course and English Departments
offering the selective should review and adopt a general agreement as to what is
Developmental Reading, how it is different from Remedial Reading and how it is
different from Speed. ReidIffir(3) -that the teachers teaching Developmental Reading
include composition as an area of study in the Developmental Reading class.



THE FILM

"The purpose of this course is to develop the students' understanding, appreciation,
discrimination, and critical analysis of the film as a means of communicating ideas

as a mode of artistic expression. Students may study film techniques and employ

those techniques in the production of a motion picture. Among the various aspects

of film study, students may concentrate on cinematic techniques, the transplantation
of the novel into film, the artistry of a documentary, the experimental film, the
animated film, and the feature film. Like the opera, the film is an inter-artistic

mode of expression. Individual study may include reading and writing scenarios,
viewing and painting sets and montages for credits, listening and composing
music for moods, and appreciating or syncopating the pace of scenes."

The Film is being offered in four of the five high schools that offer nongraded

multi-selective English programs: The students who sign up for the class, are

generally a heterogeneous group. Depending upon the course offered at a particular
school, one might encounter a homogeneous group of slow students or at another

school a homogeneous group of very able students. The average of students in
attendance observed by teacher-administrators was 26.6 with a range of 10 to 37.
Data .from the Student Questionnaire reveals that of the 65 students who responded,
there' was 1 9th grader, 15, 10th graders; 29, 11th graders; and 20, 12th graders.

43 boys and 22 girls responded to'the cluestiOnnaire. When asked whit program

or curriculum are you taking in-school? 13 of 64 responding chose "not decided";
1, "vocational"; 7, "commercial or business education"; 18, "academic"; 25,

"general." In response to the question "If you could be remembered here at school
for one of the four things listed below, which one would you want to be?" 11

of 53 responding chose "brilliant student"; 9, "good athlete"; 2, "leader in
school activities"; and 27, "popular among students." 42 students intend to go

to college, 13 were undecided, and 9 were not planning to.

Hypothesis No. 1

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence
of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programS. Books will not only

-be prevalent but accessible.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Film posters, many newspaper articles, programs from DVC, very.colorful and
effective." "One file cabinet with folders on films." "Several projectors,

-editors, splicers, tables for individual work."

There were no references to students carrying books, either library or own
personal books, on the subject of film; nor did the observers mention having

seen any titles of film criticism available in the classrooms or the classroom

libraries.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1.



17.

M=322

Student-instructor planning:

F=294 N=58
16% 21% 142 a.

48% 50% 402 b.

32% 26% 472 c.

4% 3% 0% d.

Hypothesis No. 2

instructor encourages student participation
in planning and organizing class objectives
and activities
instructor allows students' suggestions and
criticisms to influence his plans for class

objectives and activities
planning is chiefly by instructor
planning is spelled out in the course description:
student and teacher restricted to the syllabus

There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the class. More

emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning.

Teacher-administrator observers remarked, "Standard class-semi-circle seating.

Pertinently decorated, attractive." "Chairs in-semi-circle around screen, double

row." -"Students were polite and interested."

Teacher - administrator observers rated pupil involvement on a scale running from

1 completely involved, to 7 uninvolved as a mean of 2.12.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis
No. 1 above), and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2.

10. In relation to other courses, to what extent has this course motivated

you to work for it?

M=342
15%

29%
12%
30%
14%

F=305

14%

N=64
20% a.

20% 39% b.-

102 ft c.

44% 30% d.

13% 3%,
e.

considerably more enthusiastic about working
for this course than the others
more motivation in this course than others
less motivation than others
about average motivation
practically no motivation

14. How would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course?

M=345
27%
33%
28%
8%
5%

19. Does the course stimulate independent thinking?

F=309 N=65
24% 48% a. very favorable

24% 29% b. fairly favorable

37% 18% c. average

11% 2% d. decidedly unfavorable

5% 3% e. highly unfavorable

M=346
16%
40%
25%
14%
4%

F=306

13%

N=64
20% a.

38% 44% b.

31% 28% c.

13% 6% d.

5% 2% e.

to an unusual degree
much
moderately
little
encourages rote memory work only, stifles
independent thinking
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Hypothesis No 3

Teachers will provide not only for freqcent and varied writing experiences, but
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students

for writing.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Miss X read some examples (students) of film comparisons." "Writing reports of

outside films." "Wednesday, students write responses." "Support...view that

fili...is a good film. If you are disappointed, tell how the film could have

been more effective."

One observation also demonstrated how the sequencing of images provides an

analogue to the rhetoric of paragraphing: "Comic book clippings in sequences

demonstrated." "Also referred to content chart under Hypothesis No. 5 below."

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3.

11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is:

M=346 F=309 N=65
8% 7% 5% a. much more than the usual amount

19% 20% 15% b. ,somewhat more than usual

41% 39% 52% c. average, in amount

23% 22% 20% d. somewhat less than the average

9% 12% 8% e. much less than the usual amount

16. What things do you feel are the most help to you in English classes?

M=322 F=284 N=60

19% 117 8% a. learning to read faster and better

27% 29% 27% b. learning to write better

6% 5% 3% c. learning the parts of speech

4% 2% 2% d. learning how to spell

44% 53% 60% e, learning about people and youiself

Hypothesis No. 4

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have considerable

latitude in choosing materials of. instruction. There will be evidence of

experimentation and innovation in-the kinds of instruction.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Teacher began discussion. Some students answered each other. (Teacher uses

content of students' comments to involve other students in discussion.)" "Film

was compared to other films abaut horses and related to films that got students

involved." "Discussion of previous day, overview of western as film type."
"Excellent discussion - -then broke up into groups." "Students were working on

their'own film making project (editing- -filming - -reviewing)." "Films have been

divided into groups (thematic) about four to a theme." "Looked at 'Dream of

Wild Horses' -- discuss - -look at film a second time -- discuss." "Students working

either individually or in teams on editing." "Films are shown Monday, Tuesday,

Wednesday. A question sheet is handed out on Thursday that deals with what was

discussed." "Think about content -- characterization and theme."



Reports of Methods Used By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

1

_

2

.

3 4 5 6 7 8

Lecture 2

Groups 3 2 1

Silent Work 3

Recitation
Discussion 1 2 2 1 3 1

Socratic 2

Student Presentation
Teacher Operating Equipment 2 1 1

Other , . 1* 1 2

*Watch film

Student-Questionnaire

On-the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 4.

25. How valuable are assigned readings?

M*330
10%

F*291
32%

N=51

8% a.

28% 31% 22% b.

30% 27% 25% c.

22% 25% 35% d.

10% 6% 10% e.

Hypothesis No. 5

outstanding
almost always valuable
usually valuable
sometimes worth reading
a waste of time

Language, literature, and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion

and not as separate entities. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated.

Some gleanings from the Teacher-Administrator Observation suggest subtle inte-
gration of components of English. "Students were asked to relate narrative
style and featu"re"s of this film to other features of previous films." Another's

observation pointed out how the teacher demonstrated the paralinguistic aspects
of visual communication: "brief talk about Dean's style and code of humor."

Observers' Reports of Content Selected By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Literature
Composition 3

Language
Reading
Speech formal 2

Speech informal 2 2

Mass Media 1 1 1 1 1* 1+ 1 1

No content stressed
Other

*Technical emphasis
+Individual work and school
-Composition of film - How i

work
t was put together to mean something
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Hypothesis No. 6

Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading
for all students.

Other than references mentioned above about students "reading students" remarks
about films, there were no other references to the students reading printed matter
in the classes.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3
Above), 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 6.

22. Difficulty of assigned reading:

M-309 F=289 N37
11% 7% 0% a. too difficult
79% 792 86% b. of appropriate difficulty
10% 142 14% c. too easy

Hypot.esis No. 7

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active
in professional conferences that included a'focus on pertinent ideas related to the
new subject matter, by making use of opportunities for continuing their education
through inservice training or extension school services, and by being conversant

The teachers teaching film are eminently qualified. Three of the four teachers
observed have taken the University of California extension course, The Exacting
Me; one teacher having taken it twice. Two teachers have been involved in
professional conferences at San Francisco and State Conventions of the California
Association of Teachers of English.

Hypothesis No. 8

Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students
'and will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal
students. The course will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week
of instruction.

Since one class was definitely homogeneous, A and high B, and the rest were
generally terminal students, one must think of this selective as being provided
for those students of lower ability. From one remark, "explanation of questions".
teachers attempt to make clear their instructions to the whole class. One observer
noted,"Students were on their own. Very meaningful activity on film making. Some
were on outside assignments." "The class chose one of 33 films for special final
exam." "Lesson related to previous-film--groups on an ongoing assignment on
terminology of film discussion, students presented the results of their researches

with-examples." From these gleanings, one might infer that there was much
reliance upon group work and the contract method of having students fulfill
certain projects they themselves established. We can also infer fulfillment of
this hypothesis by scanning the Method Chart under Hypothesis No. 4 above.



Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 15, 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis
No. 2 above), 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above), 23, and 25
(refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No.
8.

15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course, has it
fulfilled your expectations?

1

14-344 1'306 NI64 i

252 222 332 a. more than fulfilled my expectations
232 222 202 b. it was satisfactory
-222 222 342 c. about what I expected
172 222 32 d. disappointed
122 122 92 e. did not have very clear expectations

23. For my preparation and ability, this course is:

14-330

102
SOX
102

F-295 N.61

112 32 a. too difficult
772 81% b. about right
122 102 c. too elementary

Hypothesis No. 9

Philosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching
English.

The offering of film in a high school English program reveals a certain degree
of fulfillment of Hypothesis No. 9. William Arrowsmith has pointed out that film
is the ecumenical art form of the 20th century, comparable to opera in the 19th
century. It is obvious from some of the gleanings from the Teacher-Administrator
Observation Form, that this class is not limited to the one-hour experience with film.
The teachers have imaginatively involved the students in'adjudicating films,
both on television and in the locale. The content of many films has direct bearing
upon the contemporary scene and upon forces shaping the future. As one observer
remarked, "he stressed theme and content with his 'C' students. He related modern
political figures to those of the era depicted in the film." From the gleanings
under Hypothesis No. 3 regarding-the use of comic book sequences, one can see
how the pictorial representationin art so ancient as one can observe in Egyptian
frescos or Apollodorus' Trajan column in Rome is made modern through the study of
the cinema. Focusing on the rhetoric of the montage is an ingenius way of.makipg
'the-students aware of the necessity of "reading" films.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, tuns 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 20, 24, and 25 (refer te results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have
bearing on Hypothesis No. 9.



20. Now do you estimate the value of this course to you?

N.346 F*306 Nn65
15% 12% 9% a.
322 29% 312 b.
34% 36% 48% c.
13% 17% 9% d.
62 5% 3% e.

most valuable
highly valuable
of average value
of little value
of no value

24. In relation to other courses I an now taking, this course is:

N*319
13%

22%
39%

15%
112

F-278 Nn56
9% 7% a.

20% 27% b.
46% 39% c.

17% 23% d.

8% 4% e.

very theoretical
somewhat theoretical
tverage in balance between theory and practical
applications
somewhat practical
closely related to practical application

Student Response To Course

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2
above), 12, 13, 14, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed
in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls.

12. Why are you taking this course?

H1301
172

10%
60%

13%

F-263 N62
11% 5% a.

7% 5% b.
692 772 c.

13%, 13% d.

it is required

it is required but I would have taken it anyway
I like this area of English
I like the teacher

13. This course was sungsted to as by:

1"262 P*255 Nn59
35% 31% 22% a. counselor
44% 45% 53% b. friend
6% 7% 2% c. parent

14% 16% 242 d. English teacher

16 How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
including those you are now taking?

HK5 P'299 Nn63
31% 29% 49% a. ore of the best
38% 39% 41% b. above average
19% 22% 102 c. below average
12% 10% 0% d. one of the poorest

21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught, how do you
rate the subject matter of the course?

M.1346

34%
41%
17%
4%

4%

F307 Nn65
43% ,% 48% a.

36% 40% b.
15% 12% c.

4% : 0% d.

2% 0% e.

liked it very much
liked it fairly well
neither liked nor disliked it
dislike the subject
strongly disliked



26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III),
this selective course gave you:

N*315 F=278 N -57

66% 61% 45% a. greater depth in the subject matter
9% 5% 4% b. too much depth

26% 33% 51% c. about the same

27. As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV),
this selective course gave you:

14=302 F*271 N=57
62% 612 77% a. more flexibility in pursuing your interests
13% 11% 0%- b. more rigid scheduling of books the teacher

selected
25% 27% 232 c. about the same

Recommendations

The Evaluation Committee recommends (1) that the Secondary Instructional Council
approve The Film as a regular offering in nongraded, multi-selective English

-courses; (2) that the schools continue to finance the expenditure for films while
the District looks into the possibility of acquiring a Small film library;
(3) that -there be a workshop to study the selective on film and to develop a
-program that not-only emphasizes the media of film but also includes other components
of English; (4) that teachers of the film not exclude the printed word, but explore
such forms as secondary references,- film resources, or scenarios.



SPEED READING

"This course is designed for students who are reading above grade level and who
intend to continue on to college. The course will refine and broaden those
reading skills that enable one to read more rapidly and comprehend more,auch
as the ability to anticipate, ideas in material to be read, to ask questions of

such material, to scan material, and to conclude a reading assignment by constructing
an overv.ew of the content."

Speed Reading is offered at only one high school in the Mt. Diablo Unified School

District. It was evaluated by two observers who observed an average of 22 students

in attendance. I F; the 20 students who filled out the Questionnaire, 14 were

10th graders; 4, 11th graders; and 2, 12th graders. 14 boys and 6 girls were in

the course. When asked, "What program or curriculum are you taking in school?"
2 chose "not decided" 1, "vocational"; 5, "commercial or business education";
7, "academic "; and 5, "general". When asked "If you could be remembered here
at school for one of the four things listed below, which one would you want to be?"
7 chose "brilliant student"; 4, "good athlete"; 2; "leader in activities"; and 7,
"popular among students". 15 stated they were going to go on to college, 3 were
undecided, and 2 were not planning to attend.

Hypothesis-No-. 1

Programs will not be confined toa single anthology, but there will be evidence
of-wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library irlihfidiiili,.ample
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only

be-prevalent but accessible.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator-Observation

"Students assigned to read six specific novels." Classroom "colorful and pleasant.

Nine shadow scope machines all lined up in rear of room on tables."

Student _Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1.

17. Student-instructor planning:

M=322 F=294 N=20
162 212 252 a. instructor encourages student participation in

planning and organizing class objectives and
activities

482 502 20% b. instructor allows students' suggestions and
criticisms to influence his plans for class
objectives and activities

322 262 552 c. planning is chiefly by instructor

42 32 02 d. planning is spelled out in the course description:
student and-teacher restricted to the syllabus

Hypothesis No 2

There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the-class. More
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning.



Observers remarked that students selected their own novels - Kidnapped, The Floods
of Fear, etc. "Very well organized for this class. Some posters around the room
related to the course."

Observers rated pupil involvement on a scale ranging from 1 completely involved,
to 7 uninvolved at a mean of 2.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis
No. 1 above), and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2.

10. In relation to other courses, to what extent har thiscourse motivated
you to work for it?

4=342 F=305 N=10
15% 14% 10% a. considerably more enthusiastic about working

for this course than the others
29% 20%- 20% b. more motivation in this course than others
12% 10% 15% c. less motivation than others
30% 40% d. about average motivation
14% 13% 15% e. practically no motivation

14. How would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course?

H=345 F=309 N=20
27% 241 10% a, very favorable
33% 24% 20% b. fairly favorable
28% 37% 45% c. average
8% 11% 252 d. decidedly unfavorable
5% 5% e. highly unfavorable

19. Does the course stimulate independent thinking?

H*346 F=306 N=20
16% 13% 102 a. to an unusual degree
40% 38% 45% b. much
25% 31% 20% c. moderately
14% 13% 25Z d. little
4% 5% P. encourages rote memory work oaly, stifles

independen.. thinking

Hypothesis No. 3

Teachers will pmide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students
for writing.

There were no gleanings on the observation forms that would have bearing on
Hypothesis No. 3.

Like the English selective Developmental Reading, Speed, Reading emphasizes the
activity oUdecoding. Writing or encoding is not one of the major objectives of
the course.
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Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Itegts 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3.

11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is:

M-346
8%

19%

41%

23%

9%

F=309 N=20
7% 0% a.

20% 10% b.

39% 25% c.

22% 25% d.

12% 40% e.

much more than the usual amount
somewhat more than usual
average in amount
somewhat less than the average
much less than the usual amount

16. What things do you feel are the most help to you in English classes?

N-322
19%

F=284
11%

N=20
40% a.

27% 29% 25% b.

6% 5% 10% c.

4% 2% 5% d.

44% 53% 20% e.

Hypothesis No. 4

learning to read faster and better
learning to write better
learns the parts of speech
learninglow to spell
learning about people and yourself _

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for
different groups of-students within the course. Teachers will have considerable
latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There will be evidence of
experimentation and innovation in-the kinds of instruction.

- Among the observations by observers are the following: "Class divided into five
distinct groups. One group of seven students being tested (speed and comprehension)
by teacher. The rest of the class reading independently."

Observers' Reports of Methods Used By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Lecture
Groups
Silent Work
Recitation

t

Discussion
Socratic
StudentStudent Presentation

Teacher Operating Equipment
10ther .

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 4.
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25. How valuable are assigned readings?

M=330
10%

28%

30%

22%

10%

F=291

32%
N=20
10% a.

31% 10% b.

27% 40% c.

25% 40% d.

6% 0% e.

Hypothesis No. 5

outstanding
almost always valuable
usually valuable
sometimes worth reading
a waste of time

Language, literature, and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion
and not as separate entities. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated.

As with the English selective Developmental Reading, the Speed Reading class does
not focus on writing as one of the-major activities.

Observers' Reports of Content Selected By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

--------
Literature:.. -

Composition
Language 2

Reading 1 1

Speech formal -

Speech informal
'Mass Media

No content stressed
Other 2*

*

Hypothesis No:, 6

Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading
!f---for-all students.

Since the major emphasis of Speed Reading is to enable students to read at a
greater speed with-greater comprehension, it is obvious that reading skills are
practiced in a class. Also,the'students in a class are mainly college-bound.
There is a great deal of freedom for-students to select their own works and to
explore a variety of areas. As one-observer pointed out,"the teacher assigns
independent reading to students. Continual program of testing for comprehension
and speed. Students keep a record sheet of their own progress."

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3
above), 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 6.



22. Difficulty of assigned reading:

M=309 F=289 N=20
11% 7% 15% a. too difficult
79% 79% 75% b. of appropriate difficulty
10% 14% 10% c. too easy

Hypothesis No. 7

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active
in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the
new subject matter, by making use of opportunities for continuing their education
through inservice training or extension school services, and by being conversant
about articles and publications on the new subjects.

Though observers did not specify the instructor's preparation, their implication
above reveals the teacher's consummate skill and thorough understanding of the
demands of this course.

Hypothesis No. 8

Heterogeneodi classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students
and'will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal
students. The course will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week
of instruction-.

As observed by one observer, the use of groups certainly accommodates the range
that would be net in such a class as Speed Reading. Refer to gleanings from
teacher-administrator observations under Hypotheses No. 4 and No. 6.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 15, 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis
No. 2 above), 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above), 23, and 25
(refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8.

15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course, has it
fulfilled your expectations?

M.344
25%
23%
22%
17%
12%

F=306
22%

N=20
20% a;

22% 35% b.

22% 15% c.

22% 10% d.

12% 20% e.

more than fulfilled my expectations
it was satisfactory
about what-I-expected
disappointed
did not have very clear expectations

23. For my preparation and ability, this course lc::

M0330
10%

80%
10%

1=295 N=20
11% 5% a. top difficult
77% 75% b. about right
12% 20% c. too elementary



Hypothesis No. 9

Philosphy and substance et the English class will reflect changing social and

educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as

they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching

English.

Speed Reading is one of those courses that reflects the adjustment of the

curriculum in English to'the demands of the 20th Century. Considering the great

amount of information available, it is of great importance that the average

citizen reads selectively and adjusts his reading strategy according to the

purpose and the nature of the reading material. These goals appear to be

achieved as one might infer from the gleanings from the Teacher-Administrator

Observation above.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1

above), 20, 24, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing

on Hypothesis No. 9.

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you?

M=346
15%
32%
34%
13%
6%

F=306 N=
12% 25% a.

29% 20% b.

36% 30% c.

17% 20% d.

5% 5% e.

most valuable
highly valuable
of average value
of little value
of no value

24. In relation to other courses I am now taking, this course is:

M=319
13%

22%
39%

15%

11%

F=278 N=20
9% 5% a.

20% 20% b.

46% 40% c.

17% 15% d.

8% 20% e.

very theoretical
somewhat theoretical
average in balance between theory and practical

applications
somewhat practical
closely related to practical application

Student Response To Course

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2

above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed

in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls.

12. Why are you taking this course?

M=301 F=263 .N=19

17% 11% 11% a. it is require.

10% 7% 0% b. it is require° bu.. I would have taken it anyway

60% 69% 84% c. I like this area of English

13% 13% 5% d. I like the teacher



13. This course was suggested to me by:

Ms262 F -255 N -20

35% 31%, 252 a. counselor
44% 45% 45% b. friend
6% 7% 20% c. parent
14% 16% 10% d. English teacher

18. How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
including those you are now taking?

M-335
312
38%
19%
12%

Fs299 N -20

29% 252 a.

39% 35% b.

22Z 35% c.

10% 5% d.

one of the best
above average
below average
one of the poorest

21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught, how do you
rate the subject matter of the course?

Ms346 F -307 r N -20

34% 43% 10% a. liked it very much
41% 36% 25% b. liked it fairly well
17% 15% 45% c. neither liked nor disliked it
4% 4% 10% d. dislike the subject
4% 2% 0% e. strongly disliked

26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III),
this selective course gave you:

Ms315
66%
9%

26%

F-278 N -20

61% 45% a. greater depth in the subject matter
5% 5% b. too much depth
33% 50% c. about the ante

1/. As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV),
this selective course gave you:

M-302 Ps271 N -20

62% 61% 55% .a.,
13% 11% 0% b.

25% 27% 45%._ c.

more flexibility in pursuing your interests
more rigid scheduling of books the teacher
selected
about the same

Recommendations

The Evaluation Committee recommends that (1) the Secondary Instructional Council
approve the offering of Speed Reading as a regular course in the Mt. Diablo District
English curriculum; (2) that course planners and teachers include writing and a study of
language as part of the curriculum.
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HUMOROUS LITERATURE

"In this course, student will study those literary works which evoke a humorous
response from readers."

Humorous Literature is being offered in only one of the five schools offering
nongraded multi-selective classes in English. The two observers reported the

number of students in attendance to be 29. Of the 27 students responding to the

Questionnaire, 8 were 10th graders; 9, 11th graders; and 10, 12th graders. 17

boys and 10 girls took the course. In response to the question "What program of

the curriculum are you taking in school?" 3 chose "not decided"; 10, "vocational";
4, "commercial or btsiness education"; 8, "academic"; and 12, "general". In

response to the question, "If you could be remembered here at school for one of

the four things listed below, which one would you want to be?"_. 7 chose "brilliant
student"; 8, "good athlete"; 3, "leader in activities"; and 8, "popular among

students". 17 planned to attend college, 7 were undecided, and 3 were not planning

to.

Hypothesis No. 1
Os

Programs, will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence

of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only

be prevalent but accessible'.

The mean score of observers rating student involvement from 1, completely involved,

to 7 uninvolved, was 3.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Teacher discussed previous day's reading and continued the discussion. Class then

read short assignment." "A continuation of fable and allegory." "Definitely

related to the type of humor under examination." The other obL,mver noted
"dictionaries and many posters in class variety of humorous literature books.

Cartoons, etc."

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1.

17. Student-instructor planning:

M=322 F=294 N=25

16% 21% 4% a. instructor encourages student participation
in planning and organizing class objectives
and activities

48% 50% 68% b. instructor allows students' suggestions and
criticisms to influence his plans for class

objectives and activities

32% 26% 20% c. planning is chiefly by instructor

4% 3% 8% d. planning is spelled out in the course description:
student and teacher restricted to the syllabus



Hypothesis No. 2

There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the class. More

emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learnIligi

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observations

"The room was well stocked with appropriate literature; books (hard and paperback)
magazines and newspapers. Students bring with them any school material or
personal reading material to utilize during the class." "Standard classroom.
Divided seating (11 on each side of room} some decoration. Neat."

The mean .score of observers rating student involvement from 1 completely
involved, to 7 uninvolved, was 3.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10, 14., 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis
No. 1 above), and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2.

10. In relation to other courses, to what extent has this course motivated
you to work'for it?

M=342 F=305 N=10
15% 14% 4% a. considerably more enthusiastic about working

for this course than the others
29% 20% 12% b. more motivation in this course than otheks

12% 10% 15% c. less motivation than otimrs
30% 44% 54% d. about average motivation
14% 13% 15% e. practically no motivation

14. How would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course?

M=345
27%
33%
28%
8%
5%

F=309 N=20
24% 7% a. very favorable
24% 22% b. fairly favorable
37% 59% c. average
11% 7% d. decidedly unfavorable
5% 4% e. highly unfavorable

19. Does the course stimulate independent thinking?

M=346
16%
40%
25%
14%
4%

F=306
13%

N=20
15% a.

38% 19% b.

31% 41% c.

13% 22% d.

5% 4% e.

to an unusual degree
much
moderately
little
encourages rote memory work only, stifles
independent thinking

Hypothesis No 3

Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students

for writing.



Like other selectives that were being offered at one school during the Fall of
1970, the observers did not record enough data from which information relevant to
this hypothesis could be extracted.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3.

11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is:

M=346
8%

19%

41%

23%

9%

F=309 N=27
7% 0% a.

20% 0% b.
39% 30% c.

22% 41% d.

12% 302_ e.

much more than the usual amount
somewhat more than usual
average in amount
somewhat less than the average
much less than the usual amount

16. What things do you feel are the most help to you in English classes?

M*322
19%

F=284
11%

N=90
17% a.

27% 29% 13% b.
6% 5% 13% c.

4% 2% 8% d.

44% 53% 50% e.

Hypothesis No 4

learning to read faster and better
learning to write better
learning the parts of speech
learning how to spell
learning about people and yourself

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have considerable
latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There wig. -1 be evidence of

experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Teacher discussed previous day's reading and continued thediscussion." "Class
then read short assignment and discussed it." "Some-Small groups discussing
book." "The course is set up to define different interpretations of humor -
what is humorous. Why do people see certain things as humorous - this lesson
was part of this long range goal."

Observers' Reports of Methods Used By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Lecture.

Groups

Silent Work 3

Recitation 2.

Discussion
Socratic
Student Presentation
Teacher Operating EquipMent
Other



Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 4.

25. How valuable are assigned readings?

MM-330

10%

28%

30%
22%

10%

Fo291 N-27
32% 0% a.

31% 26% b.

27% 33% c.

25% 30% d.

6% 11% e.

Hypothesis No. 5

outstanding
almost always valuable
usually valuable
sometimes worth reading
a waste of time

Language, literature, and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion

and-not as separate. entities. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated.

As with Hypothesis No. 4, generalizations regarding the degree of integration of
literature, composition, and language are impossible.

bservers' Reports of Content Selected By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

Literature
Composition
Language
Reading
Speech formal
Speech informal
Mass Media
No content stressed
Other

1

1

2

1

3

2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Hypothesis No 6

Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading
for all students.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Read a humorous modern fable and discussed it." The titles reported ranged from
The 1121Who Wouldn't Be, The Human Comedy, The Mouse That Roared, The Little World
of Don Camillo, and The Pushcart War.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3
above), 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 6.
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22. Difficulty of assigned reading:

11.309 Fo289 N-27
11% 7% 3% a. too difficult
79% 79% 74% b. of appropriate difficulty
102 142 22% c. too easy

Hypothesis No. 7

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active
in-professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the
new subject matter, by making use of opportunities for continuing their education
through inservice training or extension school services, and by being conversant
about articles and publications on the new subjects.

Both observers reflected that the teacher was well read and had access to much
material to meet the needs of his students.

Hypothesis No. 8

Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students
and will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal
students. The course will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week
of-instruction.

Many of the observations above overlap within Hypothesis No. 8. One observer
reported the "students read humorous writing that they brought to class." "Many
dittoed work sheets to-encourage students to analyze the humor portrayed in
various books."

Student Questionuaire

On the Student luestionnaire, Items 15, 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2
above), 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above), 23, and 25 (refer to
results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8.

15. Thinkitr, back to the moment when you signed up for this course, has it
fulfilled your expectations?

Mo344

25%
23%
22%
172
122

Fo306 No27
22% 11% a.

22% 26% b.
22% 22% c.

22% 26% d.

12% 152 a.

more than fulfilled my expectations
it was satisfactory
about what I expected
disappointed
did not have very clear expectations

23. For my preparation and ability, this course is:

11.330

102
802
10%

Fo295 N-26
112 OZ a. too difficult
77% 77% b. about right
122 23% c. too elementary

Hypothesis No. 9

ilosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching
English.



Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

The teachers of Humorous Literature has relied extensively on media: "Use of

records selected by students."

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 20, 24, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) Nave bearing
on Hypothesis No. 9.

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you?

14=346

152

P0306
122

N-27
a.

322 292 222 b.

342 362 412 c.

132 172 302 d.

62 5% 72 e;

most valuable
highly valuable
of average value
of little value
of no value

24. In relation to other courses I am now taking, this course is:

14I319

13%

222
392

152

11%

P-278 N-26
9% a.

202 262 b.'
46Z. 582 c.

172 152 d.

8% e.

very theoretical
somewhat theoretical
average in balance between theory and practical
applications
somewhat practical
closely related to practical application

Student Response To Course

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2
above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed
in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls.

12. Why are you taking this course?

14301 F -263 N-25
172 11% 282 a. it is required
102 7% 162 b. it is required but I would have taken it anyway
60% 692 562 c. I like this area of English
132 132 OZ d. I like the teacher

13. This course was suggested to me by:

10262 Pn255 Nim23

352 312 522 a. counselor
442 452 35% b. friend
6% 7% OZ c. -parent

142 162 13% d. English teacher



18. How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
including those you are now taking?

M*335 F299 N=25
31% 29% 12Z a. one of the best
38% 39% 32% . b. above average

,-....,...

19% 22% 44% c. below average
12% 10% 12% d. one of the poorest

21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught, how do you
rate the subject matter of the course?

M=346 F307 N=27
34% 43% 30% a. liked it very much
41% 36% 30% b. liked it fairly well
17% 15% 30% c. neither liked nor disliked it
4% 4% 7% d. dislike the subject
4% 2% 13% e. strongly disliked

26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III),
this selective course gave you:

M=315 F-278 N=25
66% 61% 48% a. greater depth in the subject matter
9% 5% 2% / b. too much depth

26% 33% 48% c. about the same

27. As compared with traditional English courses (Engll h III or Znglish IV),
this selective course gave you:

M=302
62%

P.271
61%

N=23
61% a.

13% 11% 17% b.

25% 27% 22% c.

Recommendation;

more flexiLllity in pursuing your interests
more rigid scheduling of books the teacher
selected
about the same

The Evaluation Committee recommends (1) that the Secondary Instructional Council
adopt the course Humorous Literature as a permanent course offering in the Mt.
Diablo Unified School District; (2) that there is a great need fot this type of
course for students who are reluctant readers; (3) that the District Office
provide any services to assist in the development of this course in other schools
in the.District.



APPLIED ENGLISH

"This course will be a study of the various conventions in which formal usage is
recommended. It will provide a background in traditional grammar, and a study
of English orthography, and a linguistic etiquette demanded of a writer or
speaker in such differing situations as legal correspondence, application for
psoitions, and other occasions in which diplomacy will dictate the wisest means
for obtaining one's objective."

Applied English is being offered in two of the five schools offering a multi-
selective nongraded English program. The classes observed were generally
heterogeneous. The average number of students in attL ance during the
Observation of the classes was 32. Of 56 students responding to the Questionnaire,
there were no 9th graders; 12, 10th graders; 24, 11th graders; and 20, 12th
graders. 20 boys and 35 girls took -the course. When asked, "What program or
curriculum are you taking in school?" 10 of 56 responding chose "not decided";
three, "vocational"; 9, "commercial or business education" 19, "academic"; and
15, "general." When asked, "If you could be remembered here at school for one of
the four things listed below, which one would you want to be?" 13 of 53
responding chose "brillaint student"; 10, "gooc athlete"; 11, "leader in school
activities"; and 19, "popular among,students." 35 students plan to attend college,
10 were-undecided, and 11 were not planning_to.

Hypothesis No. 1

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology, but-there will be evidence
of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only
be-prevalent but accessible.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Lots of paperbacks on bookshelves in room." "Folder for each student distributed
by teacher. Some Warner composition and grammar books. Very few other reading
materials." "Notebooks."

Like the film course' discussed above, there appear tobe very Lew books for
assigned reading.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1.

17. Student-instructor planning:

M-322 F=294 N=52
16% 21% 13% a.

48% 50% 44% b.

32% 26% 37% c.

4% 3% 6% d.

instructor encourages student participation
in planning and organizing class objectives
and activities
instructor allows students' suggestions and
criticisms to influence his plans for class
objectives and activities
planning is chiefly by instructor
planning is spelled out in the course description:
student and teacher restricted to the syllabus



Hypothesis No. 2

There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the class. More
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"Seats placed just around perimeter of room, all facing front and center.
Decorations relevant to class work. Some feeling of dierder in the room
environment." "Teacher allowed great freedom in the classroom. There was a
great deal of cooperation from the students, who, for the most part, seem to
enjoy this class."

Observers rated pupil involvement on a scale of 1 completely involved, to 7

uninvolved at a mean of Z.75.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10, i4, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis

No. 1 above), and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2.

10. In relation to other courses, to what extent has this course motivated
you to fork for it?

N=342 F=305 N=55
152 142 92 a. considerably more enthusiastic about working

for this course than the others
292 202 112 b. more motivation in this course than others
122 102 15% c. less motivation than others

3r% 442 402 d. about average motivation
14 132 252 e. practically no motivation

14. How would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course?

H=345 F-309 N=56
272 242 132 a.

332 . 242 202 b.

282 372 322 c.

82 112 232 d.

52 52 132 e.

very favorable
fairly favorable
average
decidedly unfavorable
highly unfavorable

19. Does the course stimlateldependent thinking?

14=346

162

402
252
142
42

F=306 N=c6--
132 13% a.

38% 28% b.

312 302 c.

132 11% d.

5% 20% e.

Hypothesis No. 3

to an unusual degree
much
moderately
little
encourages rote memory work only, stifles
independent thinking

TeaChers.will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students

for writing.



Gleanings from Teacher- Administrator Observation

One observer mentioned "voluntary creative writing," and "afforded oral and
written activities that were appropriate to a 'C' class." There were no other
remarks about composing written discourse other than filling in blanks on
workbook activities. However, the reader should refer to the content chart
under Hypothesis No. 5.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items II and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3.

11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is:

Hm346
8%
19%
41%
23%
9%

F=309 N=56
7% 16% a.

20% 20% b.

39% 32% c.

22% 23% d.

12% 9% ,e.

much more than the usual amount
somewhat more than usual
average in amount
somewhat less than the average
much less than the usual amount

16. What things do you feel:are the most help to you in English classes?

Nm322 F=284 N=55
19% 11% 15% a.

27% 29% 20% b.

6% 5% 24% c.

.4% 2% 13% d.

44% 53% 27% e.

Hypothesis No. 4

learning to read faster and better
learning to write better
learning the parts of speech
learning how to spell
learning about people and yourself

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have considerable
latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There will be evidence of
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction.

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation

"The lessons were part of a developmental spelling and reading program. The
concepti were prepared and reinforced in a very practical manner." "Students
took spelling tests. Students filled out and discussed work sheet on pronouns,
selecting one or two as the correct answer." "Diagram simple sentences found
in magazines. Teacher verbally motivated the class to work in groups and to
help each other diagram simple sentences found in magazines." "The students have
been taking lecture notes on a simple sentence and on diagramming." "Giving
clues on abstractions."



Observers' Reports of Methods Used By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Lecture 1 1 1

Groups 1

Silent Work 1 3 2

Recitation 1

Discussion 2

Socratic 3
Student Presentation
Teacher Operating Equipment
Other 2*

*Individual Conferences

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No 1

Above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 4.

25. How valuable are assigned readings?

M=330 F=291 N=45
10% 32% 7% a.

28% . 31% 24% b.

30% 21% 27Z c.

22% 25% 31% d.

10% 6% 11% e.

Hypothesis No. 5

outstanding
almost always valuable
usually valuable
sometimes worth reading
a waste of time

Language, literature, and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion
and not as separate entities. Instruction will be coordinated and integrsed.

In view of gleaningglander hypotheses above, there appears to be an absence of
reading, and of writing discourse.

Observers' Reports of Content Selected By Teachers In Order of Emphasis

Literature
Composition 1 2

Language 1 1

Reading 1 3

Speech formal
Speech informal
Mass Media
No content stressed
Other

Hypothesis No. 6

Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading
for all students.



!Is mentioned above, the focus on reading skills is not one of the main objectives
of-the Applied English course, the goals being reported as: (1) college entrance
examination preparation; (2) employment tests; (3) Civil Service examinations
preparations.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3
above), 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing
on Hypothesis No. 6.

22. Difficulty of assigned reading:

M-309 F=289 N=46
11% 7% 72 a. too difficult
79% 79Z 63% b. of appropriate difficulty
10% 14% 30% c. too easy

Hypothesis No. 7

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active
in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the
new subject matter, by making use of opportunities for continuing their education
through inservice training or extension school services, and by being conversant
about articles and publications on the new subjects.

One of the teachers has been an instructor in the evening school, teaching a
'class preparing adults for the Civil Service examination.

Hypothesis No. 8

Heteroge s classes will have strong English programs for college bound students
and-will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal
students. The course will have relatively few drop-outi after the second week
of. instruction.

Gleanings reported above have bearing upon this hypothesis, in a,dition to the
following remarks. "Mr. X had private conferences with several students on
the-results of the Iowa test." "Folder for each student distributed by teacher."
For further insight into the methods to meet the individual needs of students
in the class, ref to the Method Chart under Hypc.sesis No. 4 above.

Student Questionnaire

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 15, 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis
No. 2 above!, 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above), 23, and 25
(refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8.

15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course, has it
fulfilled your expectations?

M=344
25%
23%
22%
17%

12%

F=306
22%

N=55
18% a.

22% 18% b.

22% 33X c.

22% 27% d.

12% 4% e.

more than fulfilled my expectations
it was satisfactory
about what I expected
disappointed
did not have very clear expectations



23. For my preparation and ability, this course is:

M=330 F=295 N=51
10% 11% 162 a. too difficult
80% 772 71% b. about right
10% 12% 18% c. too elementary

Hypothesis No. 9

Philosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as
they affect the society will'be apparent in the content and methods of teaching
English.

The goal of this course was articulated by, one observer's remarks, "The key focus
of the class is preparation for occupation and basic communication skills." In
view of a recent filing in the State of Massachusetts that certain I.Q., employment,
and Civil Service examinations are discriminatory, the teachers of this course
should consider the possibility of the Courts concuring with the plaintiffs.
Another trend in our changing society is the policy of admissions offices at
major universities and state and private colleges considering and adopting a lottery
method to determine applicants for admittance. Also, it is recommended that the
instructors read Report Of The Commission On Tests-available from the College
Board's POlications Order Office, Box 592,--Princeton, New Jersey 08540, regardi-
the degree that College Board exams place any importance on some of the aspects
that are the concerns of the course designers.

Student Questionnaire

On the Stu 'lcnt Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1
above), 20, 24, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have
bearing on Hypothesis No. 9.

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you?

M=346 F-306 N=55
15% 12% 15% a. st valuable

32% 29% 16% b. ghly valuable
34% 36% 362 c. average value

13% 17% 29% d. of little value
6% 5% 4% e. of no value

24. In relation to other courses I am now taking, this course is:

M=319

13%

22%
39%--

15%
11%

F=278 N=52
9%. 4% a.

20% 152 b.

46% 33% c.

17% 23% d.

8% 25% e.

very theoretical
somewaat theoretical
average in balance between theory and practical
applications
somewhat practical
closely related to practical application

Student Response To Course

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (rider to results under Hypothesis No. 2
above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed
in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls.
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12. Why are you taking this course?

M=301 F=263 N=41
17% 11% 32% a. it is required
10% 7:" 17% b. it is required but I would have taken it anyway
60% 69% 39% c. I like this area of English
13% 13% 12% d. I like the teacher

13. This course was suggested to me by:

M=262 F=255 N=49
35% 31% 51% a. counselor
442 45% 22% b. friend
6% 7% 14% c. parent
14% 16% 12% d. English teacher

18. How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
including those you are now taking?

M=335 F=299 N=56
31% 29% 20% a. one of the best

38% 39% 38% b. above average
19% 22% 25% c. below average
12% 10% 18% d. one of the poorest

21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught, how do you
rate the subject matter of the course?

M=346
34%
412

17%
4%

4%

F=307
43%

N=56
20% a.

36% 43% b.

15% 29% c.

4% 2% d.

2% 7% e.

liked it very much
liked it fairly well
neither liked nor disliked it
dislie the subject
strongly disliked

26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III),
this selective course gave you:

M=315 F=278 N=5C
66% 61% 58% a. greater depth in the subject matter
9% 5%- 10% b. too much depth

26% 33% 32% c. about the same

2: As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV1,
this selective course gave you:

M=302
62%

F=271

61%

N=48
40% a.

13% 11% 19% b.

25% 27% 41% c.

more flexibility in pursuing your interests
more rigid scheduling of books the teacher
selected
about the same



Recommendations

The Evaluation Committee recommends (1) that the Secondary Instructional Council
approve Applied English as a regular offering in the Mt. Diablo District High Schools,

(2) that the activities of'reading and writing discourse be a part of the Applied
English program; (3) that the instructors reconsider their goals in light of
new changes in examinations as a ret .t of social pressures, legal decisions, and

linguistic scholarship.
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MT. DIABLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

EVALUATION OF PILOT ENGLISH SELECTIVE COURSES

1970-71

I. UNGRADED PROGRAMS IN ENGLISH

Concord High School, Mt. Diablo High School, Pleasant Hill High School,

Clayton Valley High School and Ygnacio Valley High School

from

CATALOG OF HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS

in the
MT. DIABLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

1970-1971

All students will complete at least three years of English. Freshmen will

complete a basic one year program geared to their special needs. Sophomores,

juniors, and seniors may elect, on the basis of diagnosis and special interest,

with the recommendations of teachers and counselors, courses in language, literature,

and composition.

The English program is built upon the broad base of literature, language,

and composition,with emphasis on the specific skills of reading, writing, speaking,

and listening. Goals of the program are to develop permanc- habits of discriminating

and appreciative reading; critical and _effective listening; -ar, fluent, and

thoughtful speaking; well organized, effective, and logical writing free from gross

errors in mechanics and structure; and an-understanding of how language works and

how it develops. English is taught as an integrated, humanistic discipline, with

application to the total educative process. Among the courses described

Z7- are year courses, semester selective courses, and semester elects courses. Year

courses are designated by the title English I, II, III, and IV. Selective semester

courses are titled Language I, Composition I, American Literature I, etc. These

courses will satisfy requirements for regular English classes. Elective semester

courses are traditional activity oriented programs, such as drama, journalism,

etc., and will not fulfill the English requirement. In selective English classes,

so as not to fragment the discipline, each course will reinforce the organic

principle that language is a symbolic system which is about "something else." Though

a course is titled Composition, Language, or Literature, one should not infer that

the exclusive study in each course is Composition, Language, or Literrture. To quote

the English Language Framework for California Public Schools 1968, the "... separation

(of courses into the three areas) must not be taken as an invitation to divide the

curriculum into extended units of instruction on given components, or to assume that

the students in a specific-grade or situation need to study only one off them. Of

course, it does not follow that interaction of all three elements must be made

evident in every English lesson. But, as far as possible, the components of language

literature, and composition should continually be related to the class room, for the



Pilot Courses (continued)

UNGRADED PROGRAM IN ENGLISH (continued)

main concern of the English program must always be the development of the student

into an intelligent and sensitive listener, reader, speaker, and writer."

The unity of English,therefore, is not necessarily fragmented by naming a

course by such selective titles, which merely indicate emphasis of one area of

English study with the inclusion of the other two

Language

This course is an introduction to languige study. Students will examine levels of

meaning in words, usage, dialects, history of English, semantics, and a system of

grammar describing the English language.

Language .11.

This course is a continuation of Language I, with a greater emphasis on the study

of the two grammatical systems, the structural, descriptive, and the transformational

generative grammars.

Symbology I

Students in this class will investigate those symbol systems by which man shapes

his experience; i.e., language, art, painting, architecture, myth. The student

may study how advertising uses mythic symbols to sell products, how dress becomes

a symbol of class and position, how different symbol systems have unique functions

and operate by rules different from other systems, producing different effects and

responses, and how man in this ecosystem sustains a balance between himself and

others, and between himself and his natural world.

Symbology II

A continuation of Symbology I. Readings will include philosophical background of

symbolization, symbol in psychology, symbol in art, and symbol in ecology, with

the purpose of learning the grammar and rhetoric of these systems.

Composition I

For studet:cs with serious writing problems. This class will emphasize word attack

skills ItlIttcrnship between the writer, the subject, and the audience; the purpose

that motivates the writing activity; the paragraph; the short story; and the oral

composition.

position II

This class is for students with average writing ability who are interested in

increasing their writing skills. They will be motivated to compose both oral-and

itten discourse, understanding the organizational importance of the speaker, the

audience and the subject of the communication. Development of paragraphs and longer

papers as well as a study of semantics will be included in this course.

Imposition

For students with no serious writing difficulties. This class will emphasize an

analytical approach to the writing of discourse, the process of organizing information,

studying fact and opinion, logic and semantics. The course will emphasize the

sentence and the paragraph. Among other literary models, the essay will be studied.
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Pilot Courses (continued)

Composition IV

This course is a continuation of Composition III. It is for students in the 11th

and 12th grade who plan to attend college and who received at least a C in

Composition III or had teacher recommendation. The course will emphasize writing

long papers and close stylistic analysis. The emphasis will be on the form of the

work; adjacent reanings may include the study of literary criticism. Attention to

the student's writing style will be a major concern.

Prose Style

For college bound students interested in literature. The course considers the ways

that language creates experience for the reader and ways that the reader's

experiences are consistent with the themes of the work. Among writing activities,

students will satirize the style of important authors.

Nonfiction

This course is designed for students who enjoy nonfiction and who wish to develop

diiirimination and taste in this type of literature, There will be writing

assignments aimed at factuaLreporting, at objective and subjective evaluation, and

at discerning the biographer's distance while treating his subject.

Media and Communication

This .:ourse will provide a wide variety of reading and writing ewneriences including

vocabulary building, improvement of spelling, means for filling c .f lob application

forms, and short writing problems. The reading will include typo and forms of

written expression from newspapers, periodicals, and other sources Students will

study and compose for various media such as radio, television, motion pictures, etc.

American Literature I

This course will be a developmental reading program for students who have reading

difficulties. The content of the course will be the works of American authors who

have written short stories, westerns, detedtive stories, and Gothic novels.

American Literature II

This course will study the important periods and significant themes as demonstrated

in the different genre of American Literature. Poetry, the essay,-EfieiHaftifOrY,

the play, and the novel will be read with emphasis on the techniques of style and

the levelopment of themes which are uniquely American.

Enelish Literature

This course is for those students who plan to attend college and are interested in

further study of literature.. The course will emphasize important themes and

individual works in the development of English Literature.

Moder; Literature

This course will include those literature selections that reveal the moral and

philosophical problems which face man in the 20th Century. Novels, short stories,

poetry, drama, and essays will be selected as they embody themes from various

philosophical schools between the extremes of existentialism and determinism.

Add; Literature

For students interested in various stages of historical and/or geographical develop-

ment of world literatures. Cultural horizons will be broadened by the study of

religious, political, and sociological- milieu in which the literary work was created.

At different schools geographic or historic periods may receive a major focus.
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Pilot Courses (continued)

Shakespeare

This course will provide a study of several of the sonnets and the plays by

Shakespeare, including works representative of the histories, the tragedies, and the

comedies. Use will be made of film and recorded versions of the plays and
attendance at performances. of Shakespearean and Elizabethan plays in the area

will be encouraged.

Poe try

Students will study the power of language through the form of poetry. The

course will help students to recognize the universality of poetry and give them

a greater awareness and understanding of their world. Some time may be spent on

tracing the development of the modern poets and their works.

Literature of Fantasy

This course, depending upon the high school, may focus in one of two areas of

literature: science fiction and literature of the imagination. Novels, plays,

and poetry in which the settings transcend space and time or are imagined by the

mind will be the content.

Black literature

This course will be a study of literary works by Black authors which provide an

additional perspective on American life. The course will integrate the literary

contributions of Black authors into the broader tategory of American literature
in order to acquaint the students with a wide range of Black writing.

Russian Literature

Students in this course will read, in translation, poetry, drama, and the novel

of pre- and post- revolutionary Russia..

Literary Classics

This course will study various myths, including modern interpretations and
analysis of the origin of the myths, epics of different cultures, and those
monumental literary works which provide the present with insight into the time-

less themes of humanity.

Literature of Drama

This course will be devoted to the study of the drama as one form of literary

expression. It will include the study of contemporary drama and the comparison
of these with those plays of the past that have made outstanding contributions
to the Literature of the world.

JAT Short Story

This course will be a study of the art of short fiction: the art of the writer
as tte creator of an experience and the art of the feeder as a recreator of ate

experience. Students will consider the major aspects of fiction in general

(plot, character, point of view, tone, setting, theme). The interrelatedness of

these aspects will be stressed as students read stories by writers who stand among

the masters of the art of short fiction.

Developmental Readina I AND II

This course is designed for students who are reading slightly below average or

at grade level. By reading selections of nonfiction and fiction, students will
increase their vocabulary, their level of comprehension, their ability to make
inference, their understanding of the structure of the discourse, and their
ability. to adjust reading rate Lc) the type and purpose of the reading assignment.
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-Pilot= Courses (continued)

=Speed Reading _-

This course is designed for students who are reading above grade, level and who

intend to continue on to college. The course will refine and brOaden those

reading skills that enable one to read more rapidly and comprehend more, such as

the _Ability to- anticipate ideas in material to be read, to Ask questions of such

material, to skim and scan material, and to conclude a reading Assignment by-

constructing -an overview of the content.

The

The purpose of this course is to develop the-students' understanding, appreciation,

discrimination, and critical analysis of the film as a means of communicating ideas

and a mode of artistic expression. Students may study film techniques and employ

those techniques in the production of a motion picture. Among the various aspects

of film study, students may concentrate on cinematic techniques, the transplantation

of the novel into film, the artistry of the documentary, the experimentaifilm,

the animated film, and the feature film. Like the opera,- the film is an inter-

artistic mode of expression. Individual study may include reading and writing

scenarios, viewing and painting sets and montages tor credits; listening and

composing music for mood, and appreciating or syncopating the pace of scenes.

-Humorous:Literature

In=this_course,-- students- will study_those literary works which evoke a humorous

response- -from readers-

lb& bible &,LiteratUre

This
-

course= will study the many -types Or literature, both prose and poetry, found

in the Bible. It will explore ways _in_which_writers _of World_ literature have used

Biblical -- themes, reference, and style as a_basis for_their works._ Amcing the literary

genre that wiii_be studied will-be -the- poetry of Psalms, the letters of St. Paul,
theme y- DaVid, the essays_of the:Prophets and_ the drama of Job.

d - English,

This course will be a study: of the various- conventions in which formal usage is t -
recommended: It will provide a background in traditional grammar, the study of

'English orthography, _and the linguistic etiquette demanded. of a writer or _Speaker in

such differing situations as legal correspOndence, application for positiontY and

other: occasions in which diplomacy would dictate the wisest means for obtaining one's

--Objective.
_

_



4.0

EVALUATION=MAGNMENT

Thank you,for participatin:: as a member of the Evaluation committee of the English
Pilots_Selective Courses, 1969-70. You will be excused, either for one-half day or
for one,full day to observe the class or classes designated below. Please -call the
teacher= you are visiting and introduce yourself so that the two of you might arrive
at the most convenient date for your visitation. For further information regarding
the visit see "PrOCedures for Evaluating a Selective Course:"

You will need to slake arrangements for- substitutes for the classes you -will miss.
Please submit an "Authorization for Absence of- Certificated Personnel" ten days
prior to your visitation to Mr. Norman Naas, Director of Secondary Education. You
still visit the following course or courses:

PILOT SELECTIVE -- _TEACR1Bit

1.

2.

-**

The Evaluating Coimittee is -responSible for assessing -the -_12 Pilot- English-courses
passed by the-SecOndary Instructional Council in May, 51969._ The- evaluation-of the =

fallowing- courtes -is--a: necessary step in the--procedure approving_inew courses in_
the District, _outlined on- page -57 of the Caltalog_of High_-_School -Course- Offering*

=

the Mt.:-Diablo Unified;-School -0.9697-:

-Literature -of:Fantasy Developmental Reading I
- _

The Film-

Humorous_ Literature=

The Bible _as- Literature

Slack- Literature--

Russian- Literature

literary --ciaentice

Literature of Drama

The Short Story

_ _ _

Applied- EtigliSh

These twelve courses are eing- offered- at, One or imore-:of"_the following five- high

s-thOhis: COncord'-ligh, Mt. Diablh- High, Pie/Sant -Hilt- High, Clayton Valley -High,
-and--Ygnacio--Valley- High. _

The Evaluating Committee wishes to thank you' for your participation.



III. _NINE HYPOTHESES:OF SUPERIOR- -HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH COUIISCS-'-

Nine of 12 hypotheses have been modified to assess each selective. The original 12
hypotheses were developed by James Squire and Roger Applebee in The High School
English Instruction Today. They were generalizations that the authors felt were
valid indeces of superior high school English programs. The procedure for evaluating
each selective class is as follows:

Two observers will visit a selective course within a seven week period. 'Each
will get in touch with the teacher whose course is to be evaluated prior to
the visit in order to establish a date convenient for both parties. One
observer will be an administrator, the other will be an English teacher who is
or_has been a teacher of the selective -Class being evaluated.

The nine :edified hypotheses are is follows:

1. Programs mill not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence of
wide reading of min, kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample- :class-
room libraries, and-guided individual reading programs. Nooks will not only be
prevalent but accessible.

as -of --evaluation: -= Classroom iObservation-lform:--(Brand_cy,
_

There will be -a__perceptibly-good-intellectuni -climate in- the clots. More emphasis
will be placed-on-- ideas and :proceSses of thought-- than on= rote: learning

-beans of evaluation: Classrool Oblervation 'Form (1, E, F, and R); relevant titles
carried= by studentiq- classroom displays; quality -_classroom libraries; active,_
Stimuli-sting discussion, not deminated by the teacher: - -: --:

.= Teachers will provide hot only ter-frequent and varied writing-experientes, hitt
also for meaningful motivation. -Ail emphasis will-be on preparing the Students for___ .

writing.-

Means of evaluation: Classroom observation Fora (D and E); watch for a writing
assignment that grows out of material discussed, that includes an explicit pur-

- pose for the exercise, that identifies the audience for the message, and that
-provides a stance-,r perSonac for -the student-to_adopt:-

. -- The class will reveal variety ==in-methods and materials of instruction for different
-_ groups of students-within the course.' Teachers will have considerable latitude in

choosing -materials of instruction.. There_ will be e_ vidence of experimentation =and
innovation- in the _kinds, of instruction.

-
Means of evaluation': Classroom Observation Form ( , and G).

Language, literature, and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion and
not as separate entities. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated.

Means of evaluation: Classroom Observation Form (D and G); influence on items on
the classroom observation form concerned with "continuity of lesson."

. Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading
for all students.

Means of evaluation: Classroom Observation Form (C and C).

1



HYPOTHESES-(continued)*_

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by hiving been active in
professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the
new subject matter, by making use of opportunities for continuing their educa-

tion through in-service training or extension school services, and by being conver-
sant about articles and publications on the new subjects.

Means of evaluation: Classroom Observation Forit (I); teacher conversation; number

of courses and/or conferences attended recently; number of articles in journals

read recently.

8. Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students
and will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal

students. The course will have relatively few drop-outs,,,after the second week of

instruction.

Means of evaluation: Classroom Observation Form (A, F, and I); special reading

materials, programs, etc., for terminal students.

Philosophy and substance of_ the _English ,class- will reflect changing_-social And
educational-patterns-- of _the times._, The impact -of-- technological innovations_as

they effect_ the: society- will_-_be apparent in _the content =and- methods-of teaching

Heans-of evaluation: Classroom Observation Form (A, C, and -D); consciousness of

mass nedie_in vlassrooms; instruction in areas of mass media; literature prqgras
involving _currentassites; *rent novels being taught; nes, mechinical devices

in evidence-for instruction.



IV. PROCEDURE-FOR EVALUATION OF_ A SELECTIVE COURSE

The nine hypotheses above are modifications of what Squire and Applebee developed to
evaluate English programs in selected high,schools iohith consistently educated out -
standing- students in English (USOE Cooperative Research Project #1996).

Each class to be visited will be observed by an administrator and by an English teacher,
preferably someone who has taught the selective course at another school. In general,
the= visitor should plan to stay for approximately half of the period, but there may
be variations of this arrangement.

Each observer will be provided forms, one :will be -completed:for each class that is
observed... The_first_four- lines on the Claesroost_Observation Form can be filled in
by_the :observer almost _immediately, Since _these items are _readily_available and serve
to-identify -the particular class._- Daily or long7range-assignments should be noted,
as-=well air the texts_ that the class_haOpens-to-be_ Using. Salient features of the
clasiroon, such -as the preience of -room libraries; -photographs, recorders, overhead
projectors, motion picture prOjectors, should be noted, -also, under "physical features."

During the course of- the vidit, the observer should-notice the kinds of books (particu-
larly those that have no apparent relationship to the academic discourse- in the class)
that are being carried_about by the_students. Notation by type and title will be
helpful.

As the class progresses, -the observer can begin -filling in D__and_E, describing in some
detail the purpose-and features_of:thel lesson. Besides indicating whatever continuity

-_is apparent, ihe_observer can= -use any remaining-space for brief,anecdotal reports.

At_ the end _of -the visit, -(or- after leaving the:classroom) the observer should check off
_the remaining_items__oS the observation .Thete -items involve considerable judg-
tient- at to the content and Methold of instruction. At-_the most, only 3 items should be
indicated:under each catagory7-the one -receiving the most emphasit should be designated

. ---The item: receiving the -_next -emphasis _should be- designated ies 2, etc.. Pupil involve-
ment iS indicated by circling the appropriate fnumber _on_S diminishing scale, frOm:1

:=7(cOmplete [aim-Wed) _to _7, _(Wh011y- uninvolved) : _

These forms: will be found;-most- useful _when the observer completes the visitationA:nd
- =begins to _Summarize bis _reactions=_and_ judgments-__.for the _final_ report fOrms. Since the
riSformation- from these forts will, be- -suussarized by the ,Evaluation Committee, all -of

_=the forms =-should bs-returtied--to-TOm Gage,--Distridt Office, within-1 week of the visi-



. CLASSROOM OBSERVATION OR14

Name---of high school

InStructor -

Grouping:

Number Of students

A. Assignments:

Other (apeeify)

Date

'English. selective

Obseniet

Physical features of classreem:

Books paperbacks carried by 'students:

Time observed

D. Describe the activity briefly (include teacher's apparent purpose, unique features,

Describe the continuity of _lesson (its relationship te previous and succeeding
lessons):

--Phipil involvement (circle one): Completely- involWed!-,uninvolved

1 2 3 4 :- 5 6 -7

ntent (order of emphasis, 1, 2, 3,_only):
'I,

Literature. -Competition Language Reading

Speech: formal informal, --- Maas-media No content stressed:

_ j.-

Other_

H. Method -(Order oUemphasis,
r ,

Lecture,. deionstration Groups -- Recitation 'Discussion

Socratic . .Student presentation Silent work

leacher operatingequipment (specify)=- Other
_

I. Discussion with teacher:

'Conference attendance_

Pertinent- literature

In-service-courses



r

VI. STUDENT RESPONSES_TO-SNGLISR_SELECTIVE:COURSES

The object of the student questionnaire is to assess litudent responie to the class
being evaluated. Students, when filling out this questionnaire, will not identify
themselves, :their- teacher's, nor the school they attend, but they will designate by

code, the selective class tnwhich they are enrolled.
. I

I hope that no question will be construed as assessing teacher performance. This is

definitely not the intention. It is possible that course content could effect teach-
-ing style. For instance, if a year-long English literature course were adjusted to
a semester program including heterogeneous students, a teacher might feel compelled
to cover the same-amount of ground.- Therefore, the object of the questions that
focus on teacher andisethods are attempting to assess this aspect of.the new selective
program.



MT. DIABLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Student' Questionnaire

.

This questionnaire is part of a study being. conducted to evaluate the Pilot
English Selective Courseain-the Mt. _Diablo Unified School District. As

_Part of the study, we want. to learn a few things about your response to this
Engliih class.

This,is not a test, so feel free to-answer exactly the way- you-feel. There are no
_right or wrong answers._ Your name, the teacher's and the school will be anonymous.
-*PLEASE DO NOT FILL IN _THIS INFORMATION-ON YOUR_CARD. Only the course needs to be -

identified-
,

On the following questions, please respond only once, using a dark pencil to
-- indicate -the letter of_yourchoice'on the IBMtard except for the:last question
'which you will'wtite-On:a-separatelpiece of_paper.--

What is your present high - school grade?

a. 9

b. 10

c. 11

d. 12

What is your sex?

a. boy
b._ girl

What program or curriculum are-you taking in school?

a. not decided
b. vocational
c. conftercisa or business education
d. academic_

e. general

4., If yOU could be remembered here -at school for one of the four things
listed below, which one would you want to be?

a. 1#illiant student
6. good athlete
c. leader in activities
d. popular among students

Do you plan to go to college?

a. yes
b. undecided
c. no



Student QuestiOnnaire
Page 2

. You are presently taking the following English Selective Course (questions
6, 7, and 8 list the 12 pilot courses being evaluated):

7.

-

a. Literature of Fantasy (Science Fiction)
b. Black LiteratUre
c. Russia: Literature
d, Literary Classics (Mythology and Epic)
e. Bible as Literature

a. Short Story
b. Developmental Reading
c. Film Study
d. Speed Reading
e. Humorous Literature

a. Applied English
b. The Literature of Drama

You -are now-taking how=many__-Engliah -courses including this One (Drama,
English III,_MOdern Literature, -Poetry, -etc.)?

a.. 1

b. 2

c. 3

d. 4

10. In relation to other-courset offered by other departments, to what extent
has this course motivated you to work for it?

a.
,
cofiiiidifilify more enthusiastic about working this course
than the others

b. more motivation in'this course than othersz.--- ,

c. lets motivation than otheis /

)1. about average motivation
e. practically no motivation

11. Compared with courses offered by other departments, the amount of written
work is:

a. much more than the usual amount
b. somewhat more than usual
c. average in amount
d. somewhat less-than the average
e. much less than the usual amount

are you taking this course?

a. it is required
b. it is required but X would have taken it anyway
c. I like this area of English
d. I like the teacher
e. a friend also is taking it



Student Questionnaire
=Page 3

13. This course was suggested to me by:

a. counselor
b. friend

. parent'
d. English teacher

.14. Roy would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course?

a. very favorable
b. fairly favorable
c.- average
d. decidedly unfavorable
e. highly unfavorable

15. Thinking back to the moment-when you signed up for this course, has it
fulfilled your-expectations?-

a. more thanifulfilled=my-expettations
b. At-we:Di-satisfactory
t. about whail expected
d. disappointed
e. did not have very clear expectations

lb.' What things do you feel are the most help to you in English classes?

a. learning to read faster and better'
b. learning about-peOple and yourself
c. 1.1arning the -parts of speech

d. Unding smear of study ,(stories discussion,- etc.) that you
e. learning to write better

17. Student-teacher planning:

a. teacher encourages you to participate in planning and
organizing class objectives and activities

b. teacher allows you to suggest and criticize to influence
his plans for class objectives and activitiei

c. planning is chiefly by teacher
d. planning is spelled out in the course description:

student and teacher are rettricted to the syllabus

like

0

18. How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had,
including those you are now taking?

a. one of the best
b. above average
c. below average
d. one of the poorest



-Student Questionnaire

,Page 4

19. Does the course stimulate independent thinking? r--

a. to an unusual degree
b. much
c. moderately
d. little

e. encourages rote memory work only, stifles independent thinking

20. How do you estimate the value of this course'to you?

a. most valuable
b. highly valueb1i
c. of average value
d. of little value
e. of no' value_

21. Disregarding-che-teacher and-the way,the-course was taught, how do you
rate the subject matter of the course?

a. liked it very much
b. liked it fairly well
c. neither likednor disliked it
d. dislike the subject
e. 'strongly disliked

22. Difficulty of assigned reading:

a. too difficult
b. of appropriate difficulty
c. too easy

. For my preparation and ability, this course is:

a. too difficult
b. about right
c. too elementary

24. In relation'to other courses I am now taking, this course is:

a. very theoretical
b. somewhat theoretical
c. average.in balance between theory and practical applications
d. somewhat practical-
e. closely related to practical application

25. How valuable are assigned readings?

a. outstanding
b. almost always valuable
c. usually valuable
d. sometimes- worth reading

e. a waste of time



Student Questionnaire
Page 5

26. As compared with traditional English Courses (English 1, 2, 3, 4 being
taught in other i.nools) your English Selective Courses such as this one
have given you:

A. greater depth in the subject matter
b. too Much depth
c. about the same

27. As compared with traditional English courses (English 1,
taught in other schools) your English Selective Courses,
has given-You!

2, 3, 4 being
such as this one,

a. more flexibility in pursuing your interests
b. more rigid scheduling of books the teacher selected
c. about the smile

28. On a piece- of scratch paper please jot down in your own words what do you think
are the "basics" in English:

TO/np
Revised
3/2/73


